
The Apostles' Creed 
   
                                        I believe in God the Father almighty,  
                                                                                Maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

 "The Apostles' Creed, as to its form, is not the production of the apostles... but an admirable popular summary of 
the apostolic teaching, and in full harmony with the spirit and even the letter of the New Testament." Philip Schaff  

"It is not a word of God to men, but a word of men to God, in response to His revelation." Philip Schaff  

 "It sets forth their (the apostles) doctrine in sublime simplicity, in unsurpassable brevity, in beautiful order, and with 
liturgical solemnity."  
                                                                           CRC commentary in Ecumenical Creeds and Reformed Confessions.  

  Some noteworthy facts:  

1. Developed over period extending from second to fourth century primarily as a baptismal confession 
summarizing the Gospel for the purpose of protecting against certain heresies.  

2. Referred to by the Nicene fathers (fifth century) as the "rule of faith."  

3. Formed the doctrinal skeleton from which many later creeds and catechisms were formed. (Nicene 
Creed, 325; The Scots Confession, 1560; Heidelberg Catechism, 1563; etc.)  
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A discussion course on the "essentials" of the Christian faith by way of explicating the Apostles' 
Creed.  

 1. "I believe" - The Nature of Faith  

 2. "in God, the Father Almighty" - The Character of God  

 3. "Maker of heaven and earth" - Cosmology and Anthropology  

 4. "I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord" - Christology: The Name of Christ  

 5. "Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary" - Christology: The Two Natures of 
Christ  

6. "He suffered...crucified, dead, and was buried; he descended into hell" - Christology: The 
Humiliation Of Christ  

 7. "The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty" - Christology: The Exaltation Of Christ  

 8. "I believe in the Holy Spirit...in the forgiveness of sin" - Pneumatology: The Doctrine of The 
Holy Spirit"  

 9 & 10. "I believe in One Holy Catholic Church ..." - Ecclesiology I and Ecclesiology II  

11 & 12. "From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead..." - Eschatology I and 
Eschatology II  

 


