
	   1	  

What Does The Gospel Have to Do With It? 
A Covenantal Perspective on “Family” Introduced 

 

Introduction:  

Blessing or Curse? J 

A “Wiki” Methodology 

• What are the greatest joys of family/parenting? 
 

• What are your greatest challenges/disappointments?  
 

• What are you hoping we will talk about in this seminar?   
 

• What are the “books/articles” that your generation of parent talk 
about/read?   

 

I. Family and Gospel—the Covenantal Perspective Introduced 

Children and the Gospel from a Covenantal Perspective (here only summarized, less defended, 
for the “sake of argument” to the larger question of the “Gospel and Family”)  

Gen. 17:7-8 (c.f Acts 2:37ff) 

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  8 
And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

Acts 2:37  Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 

Observations:  

• By covenant, we mean simply “an agreement” or “contract” wherein certain stipulations (works) 
incur certain privileges (blessings).  In the case of the redemptive covenant in Scripture, given 
the human inability to sustain the stipulations that are required by virtue of our creation, God 
adds to the creation covenant the principle of grace wherein throughout redemptive history God 
guarantees the blessings for humanity by virtue of his own works of the stipulations.  

• This redemptive covenant, which is illustrated in God’s covenant with Abraham, contained 
nothing less than the promise of eternal life as related to the spiritual reality and communion 
of life between God and humanity. (17:8, c.f. Heb 11:8-16)  

• This covenant was made with Abraham, not as an individual, but representing a covenant 
community in the role of “federal (covenant) head.” (17:4,7)  
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• Children were included in the covenant promise, as signified and sealed by the admission to 
circumcision under the OT, complete with the rights and privileges of membership in the 
covenant community. The salvation of such infants was included in the promise: 'I will be a God 
to you and to your descendants after you.' (Gen 17:7)  (17:9-12) 

• All those who came under the jurisdiction of the covenant family, either by birth, adoption, etc 
were counted as participants of the covenant.  (17:13ff)  E.g. the fundamental constituency of 
covenantal is the household vs. mere individual, contra modern individualism.   People are never 
isolated, but communal by nature according to the covenantal principle.  

• The whole thing is explicitly referenced by the apostles as fulfilled in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ under the sign/seal of Christian baptism, Christ the covenant head as mediated through 
the covenant community vis-a-vis Christ’s presence in/through the “church”!  (Acts 2:37ff) 

• Children are therefore raised not as strangers or outsiders to the covenant and salvation, but 
members therein, as then to assume the gospel principle throughout our whole system of 
parenting!  For instance, they are throughout covenant history assumed as present at renewal 
events (Dt.29:9ff, Joel 2:16) and addressed as among the “saints” of the Christian church 
(Eph.1:1, 6:13, 1Cor.7:14) wherein the kingdom of God is even said to belong to them (Mt.18:13ff) 

• Children as such are “nurtured” in their faith, less “evangelized,” they are raised presupposing 
a heart that is prepared for and receptive of the gospel by the Holy Spirit even if in 
anticipation of this being later confirmed through a self-conscience and “studied” adult 
profession of faith. (Eph.6:13ff)   
 

The visible Church, which is also catholic or universal under the Gospel (not confined to one nation, as before under 
the law), consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion; and of their children: and is the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary possibility of 
salvation.  (WCF 25:2)  

Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ, but also the infants of one, or both, 
believing parents, are to be baptized. (WCF 28:4) 

The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to that moment of time wherein it is administered; yet, notwithstanding, by the 
right use of this ordinance, the grace promised is not only offered, but really exhibited, and conferred, by the Holy 
Ghost, to such (whether of age or infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the counsel of God's own 
will, in His appointed time. (WCF 28:6)  

'...the children of believers are baptized not in order that they who were previously strangers to the 
church may then for the first time become children of God, but rather that, because by the blessing of 
the promise they already belonged to the body of Christ, they are received into the church with this 
solemn sign.' (Calvin Institutes, IV,xv, 22. ] 
 
'...it will be evident that baptism is properly administered to infants as something owed to them. For in 
early times the Lord did not deign to have them circumcised without making them participants in all those 
things which were then signified by circumcision.  [Institutes, IV, xvi, 5.] 

 

In summary, a covenantal approach to family will assume a presumptive approach to Gospel and 
Family/children relative to the “house-hold” jurisdiction, always conceding the ultimate determining 
reality of divine election acting through effectual calling/regeneration.  This principle applied will 
seek daily to encourage our children to believe, feel and live as those who are being (present and 
active) transformed by the gospel of grace in Christ unto eternal life.  
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II. A Covenantal Perspective Applied To Parental Goals: 
A.  A Parent’s Greatest Fear… from a covenantal (gospel) perspective?? 

Let’s be honest, what are your greatest fears or concerns for your children?  

• Sickness, bodily harm….  
• Lack of achievement/ success?   
• Lifestyle privileges 

 
A sample of what’s being said about today’s parenting:  

It is said in generational studies that what goes around, comes around. E.g. According to 
generational historians and authors William Strauss and Neil Howe, each generation 
lasts about 20 to 25 years, and the characteristics of generations repeat approximately 
every 80 to 100 years – the average length of a human life.  AS noted today (9/17) on 
CNN, the Gen x generation is characterized by  “x-treme” parenting style, or 
“helicopter parent” similar to the 50’s.   

GenX is turning out to be some of the most conservative, protective, proactive parents in history. 
They enact legislation for smaller class sizes, volunteer at school, leave their fast paced jobs to 
stay home with their children and homeschool their kids in record numbers. 

In a modern twist, Gen X parents use technology to ensure the safety of their young. Baby 
monitors with video cameras or alarms that go off when infants stop breathing are immensely 
popular. Nannycams and Webcams are used to keep an eye on kids in daycare. Parents today 
purchase swings that play music, voice-activated bouncy seats with bubbling brook sounds, and 
software to teach phonics to preschoolers. While the last generation of kids begged to carry cell 
phones and pagers to be cool, Gen X parents insist that their children stay wired and reachable 
for peace of mind. 

The phrase latchkey kid, a media scare term two decades ago, has all but vanished from the 
press. Social scientists at the University of Michigan found that from 1981 to 1997, the early 
childhood years for Millennials, children’s unsupervised "free" or "unstructured" time declined by 
37 percent. 

Millennials are the most doted upon, fussed over, and scheduled generation in living memory. 

Many parents today insert themselves into even the most minute activities in their children's lives, 
a phenomenon that's known as "helicopter parenting… .  "When [the kids] have little failures, they 
feel like our own failures," Ginsburg said 

 
Reflection:  
Why are grades/learning so important—what is it that we are really after for them (us)?   
Why is the choice of college so important to us as parents on behalf of our children? What 
really is it that we are wanting for them (us?)?  
Why do the extra-curricular activities so dominate our efforts and time in parenting? What 
are we hoping for them (us)?    
What about our worldview/assumptions pushes us in the ways that we 
parent/train/education/activities… ? 
 

B. The Two Goals of Covenantal Parenting:  
(note: this is not to diminish our other goals in parenting as related to the common 
good- we will discuss this later)  

 
1) For Our Children To Really Flourish in God’s Covenant Blessings 

• Note John 10 and then 1	  John	  2:15-‐17	  
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John 10:1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in 
by another way is a thief and a bandit.  2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep….9  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.. 

Observations: (c.f. Mt. 7:15)  

• Two very different influences, same “appearance”  
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 

• Two very different results, albeit same promise 
• “life more abundant”  
• vs. “kill, steal, destroy” 

 
Do we really believe this??  Are we afraid for our children in the way that the gospel is 
afraid for them?   
Note- Two influences that inter into the sheepfold…  
Both appeal to life, but only one can deliver the ultimate ‘faraway” principles 

1. Security/safety  
2. Worth/significance 
3. Freedom/Privileges 
4. Love/Acceptance 

 
• Discerning a “thief” and the ways we subtly undermine the covenant in our 

parenting 

Both promise life, but by very different means:  
o Christ lays down his life for sheep to have life—Grace principle 
o Thief asks for us to lay down our life to have life—

Works/Performance principle 

Thieves come in pairs 
• Nearby- (concrete/goal/strategy oriented) It’s the thing we can 

“control or manipulate “(or at least think we can) that would 
rarely be admitted as our purpose in life.   [The Object of the 
“Works” Principle]  

• Far Away (lofty/purpose/justifying oriented) What promises 
worth, value, nobility… [The Rationale of the Works Principle!] 
 

• Signs of a thief in the house 

• Irrational and/or disproportional anger in failures of children in support 
of our FARAWAY idols 

• Happiness/abundant life is pursued vs. stewardship (assuming abundant 
life in Christ) in parenting decisions and passions.   

• Insecurity and drivenness directed at winning/loosing our NEARBY Idols 
• Saying one thing about what we value, but living another by the way we 

prioritize our assets (time, money, influence, etc) 
 

§ Warning to Christians-- Don’t be duped!  Never underestimate the thief’s 
distorted use of orthodoxy. (remember the Garden?)  

• Idolatry can be very religious  (externalism)  
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• Example: Parent Thief says “I love God by loving my children”—
translations, their happiness is my goal, vs. “their stewardship in service 
to God’s mission for the glory of God” in my goal.    
 

§ Debunking the false glamour as “ugly” 
1	  John	  2:15-‐17 
 Do not love the world or the things in the world. wIf anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father 
but is from the world.  17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, 
but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 
Illus… 
 
 

2) For Our Children To Really Participate in Kingdom Mission:  
E.g. WE parent in order to Send them, not keep them!  

  
Gen.	  18:19	  For	  I	  have	  chosen*	  him,	  that	  he	  may	  command	  his	  children	  and	  his	  household	  after	  him	  to	  keep	  the	  
way	  of	  the	  LORD	  by	  doing	  righteousness	  and	  justice,	  so	  that	  the	  LORD	  may	  bring	  to	  Abraham	  what	  he	  has	  
promised	  him.”	  
John	  20:21	  Jesus	  said	  to	  them	  again,	  “Peace	  be	  with	  you.	  As	  jthe	  Father	  has	  sent	  me,	  keven	  so	  I	  am	  sending	  you.”	  

Our	  goal	  then	  is	  not	  ultimate	  to	  keep	  them	  for	  ourselves	  or	  for	  themselves,	  but	  to	  send	  them	  for	  God	  and	  His	  
Kingdom—notice	  then	  the	  complexity	  of	  this!	  	  	  

c.f.	  Eph.	  5:	  3-‐17	  
	  

I.	  Otherworldly	  (vs.	  3-‐7)	  	  
•	  List	  of	  Prohibitions	  (vs.	  3-‐6)	  	  
•	  The	  Principle:	  (vs.	  7)	  	  do	  not	  associate	  with	  them…	  	  

The	  Big	  Question:	  	  Are	  we	  to	  get	  out	  of	  the	  world	  and	  preserve	  ourselves	  and	  our	  	  
families	  until	  Christ	  returns,	  or	  are	  we	  to	  get	  in	  the	  world	  albeit	  not	  of	  the	  world,	  	  
for	  the	  world?	  	  

	  
II.	  In	  the	  World	  (vs.	  8-‐14a))	  	  

•	  	  “light”	  (c.f.	  Mt.	  5:14,	  John	  9:5,	  John	  17:11	  coupled	  with	  John	  20:31,	  	  Philip	  2:15)	  	  
• The	  “not	  of	  the	  world”	  is	  “attractive”	  

	  
III.	  For	  The	  World	  (vs.	  14b-‐15)	  	  

•	  OT	  Expectation:	  Is.60:1,	  Is.9:2	  	  
•	  “redeem”	  (c.f.,	  Col.	  4:2,	  Col.4:5-‐6)	  	  
•	  The	  Uniqueness	  of	  our	  	  “time”	  or	  “age”	  	  that	  makes	  this	  command	  so	  releveant(c.f.	  John	  	  
9:4,	  Rev.22:20,	  Mt.2:13,	  1Tim.4:1,	  2Tim.3:	  1)	  	  

	  
This	  is	  crucial—it	  is	  not	  our	  option	  to	  “send	  them”—the	  question	  is	  how	  best	  to	  do	  this	  in	  order	  for	  
them	  to	  have	  the	  greatest	  impact	  for	  Christ	  and	  his	  kingdom!—the	  “end	  game”	  must	  be	  in	  our	  minds	  
as	  we	  make	  the	  decisions	  we	  make	  about	  integration/segregation!!	  	  

Two	  alternate	  results	  to	  avoid:	  	  
• In	  the	  world…	  Of	  the	  world	  (the	  more	  obvious	  danger)	  
• Not	  in	  the	  world…	  of	  the	  world	  (the	  less	  obvious	  danger)	  	  

What	  is	  the	  world??	  	  
• Only	  “in…for”	  is	  “not	  of”	  
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The	  Strategy—In,	  not	  of,	  for…	  along	  some	  developmentally	  sensitive	  continuum	  albeit	  with	  all	  sorts	  of	  
variations	  in	  strategy	  that	  work	  3	  elements	  of	  Home,	  church,	  public	  activities/involvement	  	  

	  
General	  Option	  A:	  Sequential	  Methods-‐	  from	  less	  to	  more	  in	  chronology	  
General	  Option	  B:	  Concurrent	  Methods-‐	  From	  less	  to	  more	  in	  dynamic	  

 
Conclusion: What’s your inheritance that you will leave your children?   

He that has trained his children for heaven, rather than for earth,-- for God, rather than 
for man,-- he is the parent that will be called wise at last.    J C Ryle 

1Pet.	  1:4,	  we	  have	  an	  inheritance	  incorruptible	  and	  undefiled	  and	  that	  does	  not	  fade	  
away,	  reserved	  in	  heaven	  for	  you	  
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III.  Covenantal Perspective Applied to Strategies in Parenting:  

Eph. 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Col.3:21, Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged..." 
 

Don’t Provoke, but  
Discipline 
Instruct 

1. Parenting that seeks to “provoke not” by the avoidance of two extremes 
 
Note: Avoiding two extremes…   

• Parental neglect and the absence of discipline is as much a provoker of 
anger/exasperation to children causing them to act out as obsessive-compulsive 
parenting.  

• Spoiling a child is as much a provoker of anger/exasperation to children causing 
them to act out as harsh/overly restrictive parenting.   

 
Prov. 20:21 An inheritance gained hastily in the beginning will not be a blessing in the 
end. 

Ie..	  there	  something	  that	  parents	  can	  do	  thinking	  they	  bless	  their	  children	  with	  
the	  effect	  of	  really	  cursing	  them	  
Reasons	  why	  it	  is	  not	  a	  blessing	  to	  be	  spoiled:	  
1.	  Misplaced	  confidence-‐-‐	  	  

Pss.	  49:6	  Those	  who	  trust	   in	  their	  wealth	  And	  boast	   in	  the	  multitude	  of	  
their	  riches,	  are	  cursed	  of	  God,	  not	  blessed	  	  
compared	  to...	  	  
Pss.	  9:10	  And	  those	  who	  know	  Your	  name	  will	  put	  their	  trust	  in	  You;	  For	  
You,	  Lord,	  have	  not	  forsaken	  those	  who	  seek	  You.	  	  
	  

2. Misplaced	  Home	  (security/identity)	  
Dt.	  8:7-‐20	  
vs.	  14-‐-‐	  beware...	  lest	  when	  you	  heart	  is	  lifted	  up	  and	  you	  forget	  the	  Lord	  
your	  God...	  	  
vs.	  19.	  	  Then	  it	  shall	  be	  if	  you	  by	  any	  means	  forget	  the	  Lord	  your	  God,	  and	  
follow	  other	  gods,	  and	  serve	  them	  and	  worship	  them,	  I	  testify	  against	  you	  
this	  day	  that	  you	  shall	  surely	  die...	  

	  

"It	  is	  from	  simply	  neglecting	  this	  great	  principle	  that	  parents	  so	  often	  shamefully	  indulge	  their	  
children	  and	  allow	  their	  authority	  to	  break	  down	  before	  their	  fancies,	  their	  follies	  and	  their	  
wickedness,	  till	  they	  become	  intolerable	  to	  themselves	  and	  to	  everybody	  else..	  	  Then,	  when	  
irritated	  and	  annoyed	  by	  the	  very	  tempers	  which	  the	  parents	  themselves	  have	  cultivated	  	  	  
they	  get	  angry	  and	  proceed	  vindictively	  to	  punish	  them.	  	  This	  can	  only	  provoke	  them.”	  

Stuart	  Robinson,	  Family	  Religion	  	  	  
 
Parents, I beseech you, for your children's sake, beware of over indulgence.  I call on you to 
remember it is your first duty to consult their real interests, and not their fancies and likings-- 
to train them, not to humor them; to profit , not merely to please. ... Do not, I pray you, make 
your children idols, lest God should take them away, and break your idol, just to convince you of 
your folly.  

J.C. Ryle 
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2. Teach them the Gospel (c.f. Child Discipleship at CPC)  

Deut.	  4:9	  “Only	  take	  care,	  and	  keep	  your	  soul	  diligently,	  lest	  you	  forget	  the	  things	  that	  your	  eyes	  have	  seen,	  and	  
lest	  they	  depart	  from	  your	  heart	  all	  the	  days	  of	  your	  life.	  Make	  them	  known	  to	  your	  children	  and	  your	  children’s	  
children—	  	  
Psa.	  44:1	  	  O	  God,	  we	  have	  heard	  with	  our	  ears,	  our	  fathers	  have	  told	  us,	  what	  deeds	  you	  performed	  in	  their	  days,	  
in	  the	  days	  of	  old:	  	  
Is.	  38:19	  The	  living,	  the	  living,	  he	  thanks	  you,	  as	  I	  do	  this	  day;	  the	  father	  makes	  known	  to	  the	  children	  your	  
faithfulness.	  
Hos.	  4:6	  My	  people	  are	  destroyed	  for	  lack	  of	  knowledge;	  because	  you	  have	  rejected	  knowledge,	  I	  reject	  you	  from	  
being	  a	  priest	  to	  me.	  And	  since	  you	  have	  forgotten	  the	  law	  of	  your	  God,	  I	  also	  will	  forget	  your	  children.	  
	  Is.	  59:21	  	  “And	  as	  for	  me,	  this	  is	  my	  covenant	  with	  them,”	  says	  the	  LORD:	  “My	  Spirit	  that	  is	  upon	  you,	  and	  my	  
words	  that	  I	  have	  put	  in	  your	  mouth,	  shall	  not	  depart	  out	  of	  your	  mouth,	  or	  out	  of	  the	  mouth	  of	  your	  offspring,	  
or	  out	  of	  the	  mouth	  of	  your	  children’s	  offspring,”	  says	  the	  LORD,	  “from	  this	  time	  forth	  and	  forevermore.”	  

	  
The	  Importance	  of	  a	  Home	  and	  Church	  Cooperative:	  	  

BCO	  28-‐1.	  The	  spiritual	  nurture,	  instruction	  and	  training	  of	  the	  children	  of	  the	  church	  are	  
committed	  by	  God	  primarily	  to	  their	  parents.	  They	  are	  responsible	  to	  the	  church	  for	  the	  faithful	  
discharge	  of	  their	  obligations.	  It	  is	  a	  principal	  duty	  of	  the	  church	  to	  promote	  true	  religion	  in	  the	  
home.	  True	  discipleship	  involves	  learning	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  under	  the	  guidance	  of	  the	  Holy	  
Spirit	  both	  at	  home	  and	  in	  the	  church.	  Without	  learning	  there	  is	  no	  growth	  and	  without	  growth	  
there	  is	  no	  discipline	  and	  without	  discipline	  there	  is	  sin	  and	  iniquity	  (1	  Timothy	  4:7).	  

	  

28-‐2.	  The	  home	  and	  the	  church	  should	  also	  make	  special	  provision	  for	  instructing	  the	  children	  
in	  the	  Bible	  and	  in	  the	  church	  Catechisms.	  To	  this	  end	  Sessions	  should	  establish	  and	  conduct	  
under	  their	  authority	  Sunday	  schools	  and	  Bible	  classes,	  and	  adopt	  such	  other	  methods	  as	  may	  
be	  found	  helpful.	  The	  Session	  shall	  encourage	  the	  parents	  of	  the	  church	  to	  guide	  their	  children	  
in	  the	  catechizing	  and	  disciplining	  of	  them	  in	  the	  Christian	  religion.	  

28-‐3.	  The	  church	  should	  maintain	  constant	  and	  sympathetic	  relations	  with	  the	  children.	  It	  also	  
should	  encourage	  them,	  on	  coming	  to	  years	  of	  discretion,	  to	  make	  confession	  of	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  
Christ	  and	  to	  enter	  upon	  all	  privileges	  of	  full	  church	  membership.	  If	  they	  are	  wayward	  they	  
should	  be	  cherished	  by	  the	  church	  and	  every	  means	  used	  to	  reclaim	  them.	  

	  
• Church/Family	  Worship	  

There	  is	  perhaps	  no	  more	  single	  “program”	  that	  will	  nurture	  faith	  than	  for	  the	  whole	  family	  to	  practice	  that	  faith	  in	  
the	  worship	  of	  God	  together.	  	  Family	  worship	  is	  not	  education	  or	  Bible	  School.	  	  It	  is	  not	  even	  primarily	  an	  exercise	  of	  
parenting	  children,	  at	  least	  not	  directly.	  	  	  It	  is	  a	  time	  when	  we	  are	  all	  as	  children	  of	  God,	  remembering	  Him	  and	  
cherishing	  His	  gracious	  gifts	  to	  us	  both	  in	  creation	  and	  redemption.	  	  	  Good	  family	  worship	  is	  simple,	  brief	  and	  God	  
centered.	  	  It	  will	  include	  1)	  singing	  	  a	  hymn	  or	  two	  (preferably	  one	  that	  will	  transcend	  age),	  2)	  reading	  of	  a	  passage	  
of	  scripture	  with	  minimal	  comment	  other	  than	  to	  get	  the	  gist	  of	  what	  we	  are	  to	  remember	  about	  God	  and	  our	  
salvation,	  and	  3)	  a	  season	  of	  corporate	  prayer	  (Adoration,	  Confession,	  Thanksgiving	  and	  Supplication(intercession)—
“ACTS”).	  

	  
• Church/Family	  Cooperative	  in	  Inductive	  Teaching:	  Bible	  Study	  and	  Memory	  Work—What	  the	  Bible	  says	  as	  

our	  only	  rule	  of	  faith	  and	  practice—The	  Redemptive	  Story	  
c.f.	  CPC	  Curriculum	  Guide	  
	  

• Church/Family	  Cooperative	  in	  Deductive	  Teaching:	  Catechism	  Training—What	  the	  Bible	  Principally	  Teaches	  	  
as	  a	  Rule	  of	  Faith	  and	  Life	  as	  per	  the	  consensus	  of	  the	  church	  over	  the	  centuries	  (lest	  our	  children	  be	  no	  
better	  trained	  than	  our	  own	  understanding)	  	  	  
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Catechism	  is	  simple	  question/answer	  summaries	  of	  what	  the	  Bible	  principally	  teaches	  according	  to	  the	  consensus	  of	  
the	  church	  over	  the	  ages.	  	  We	  use	  the	  Westminster	  Shorter	  Catechism,	  specially	  written	  to	  instruct	  children	  in	  the	  
faith,	  albeit	  in	  the	  17th	  century.	  	  Notwithstanding	  some	  difficult	  and/or	  outdated	  language,	  we	  feel	  that	  it	  is	  
important	  that	  our	  children	  grow	  up	  to	  not	  only	  learn	  the	  teachings	  of	  the	  Christian	  faith,	  but	  also	  to	  do	  this	  with	  the	  
confidence	  that	  comes	  from	  sharing	  in	  the	  same	  faith,	  even	  with	  the	  same	  language,	  that	  was	  shared	  in	  by	  the	  
greater	  Christian	  family	  over	  a	  2000	  year	  history.	  	  While	  words	  like	  “justification”	  and	  “effectual	  calling,”	  are	  not	  
often	  heard	  today,	  they	  are	  words	  none	  the	  less	  that	  served	  to	  anchor	  the	  hopes	  and	  convictions	  of	  our	  spiritual	  
mothers	  and	  fathers,	  even	  as	  to	  allow	  us	  to	  participate	  in	  a	  living	  conversation	  with	  them.	  	  	  To	  be	  sure,	  our	  young	  
children	  may	  not	  understand	  the	  concepts	  completely,	  or	  hardly	  at	  all	  in	  some	  cases.	  	  But	  don’t	  be	  mistaken	  into	  
thinking	  that	  nothing	  is	  happening.	  Quite	  the	  contrary,	  by	  catechism	  instruction	  the	  church/parent	  is	  placing	  
important	  categories	  into	  the	  child’s	  memory,	  categories	  (or	  files	  of	  facts)	  that	  will	  become	  the	  basis	  of	  
distinguishing	  and	  understanding	  things	  taught	  in	  sermons,	  Sunday	  School	  instruction,	  and	  the	  various	  “waves”	  of	  
catechism	  review	  and	  instruction	  that	  will	  be	  repeated	  throughout	  our	  curriculum	  (see	  below	  for	  three	  distinct	  
“waves”	  or	  stages	  of	  catechism	  instruction	  that	  are	  roughly	  patterned	  after	  the	  classical	  categories	  of	  “grammar,	  
dialectic	  and	  rhetorical”	  stages	  of	  learning-‐-‐	  wherein	  each	  stage	  is	  vital	  to	  the	  others).	  	  	  

	  
	  

3. Parenting that Train’s them in the Gospel 
Perhaps the most neglected aspect of modern parenting in need of critique!  

• Most of our influence is “caught” not “taught.” What are the “thieves” in our lives as 
parents, and how would our children observe them?  

 
Psa.	  103:17	  But	  the	  steadfast	  love	  of	  the	  LORD	  is	  from	  everlasting	  to	  everlasting	  on	  those	  who	  fear	  him,	  
and	  his	  righteousness	  to	  children’s	  children,	  	  18	  to	  those	  who	  keep	  his	  covenant	  and	  remember	  to	  do	  his	  
commandments.	  	  
Prov.	  22:6	  	  Train	  up	  a	  child	  in	  the	  way	  he	  should	  go;	  even	  when	  he	  is	  old	  he	  will	  not	  depart	  from	  it.	  	  
1John	  3:10	  By	  this	  it	  is	  evident	  who	  are	  the	  children	  of	  God,	  and	  who	  are	  the	  children	  of	  the	  devil:	  
whoever	  does	  not	  practice	  righteousness	  is	  not	  of	  God,	  nor	  is	  the	  one	  who	  does	  not	  love	  his	  brother.	  

	  

What	  IS	  “training”	  in	  parenting?	  	  	  

The	  problem,	  said	  WoodBrooks,	  who	  has	  been	  studying	  the	  impact	  of	  millennials	  on	  education,	  is	  that	  they	  
rely	  so	  much	  on	  their	  parents'	  guidance	  that	  they	  are	  maturing	  less	  rapidly.	  

AJC,	  Millienial	  Generation	  

 
• Parenting that Disciplines (Trains) Behavior:  

3 Stages in Behavior Training/Discipline:  
o Positive Reinforcement—attention, encouragement/praise, even “rewards” that 

fit behavior.. etc. (Insuring that good behavior “works”)  
 

o Negative Reinforcement (the most neglected I think) – dis-attention, rebuke, 
negative consequences that fit the negative behavior… (Can’t let negative 
behavior “work”)  

§ Don't	  respond	  to	  blackmail	  at	  any	  cost!	  Leach	  p.124	  
	  

o Punishment- proactive (making a strong statement of the danger of bad 
behavior)  

§ Prov.	  22:15	  	  Folly	  is	  bound	  up	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  a	  child,	  but	  the	  rod	  of	  discipline	  drives	  it	  far	  
from	  him.	  	  

§ Prov.	  23:14	  	  If	  you	  strike	  him	  with	  the	  rod,	  you	  will	  save	  his	  soul	  from	  Sheol.	  
 

Is corporeal punishment an option?   YES?NO? 
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• A developmental issue 
• A situational issue 
• A child-specific issue 
• A “manner of” issue 

 
The	  Significance	  of	  Manners:	  

Note:	  Not	  just	  “right	  and	  wrong”	  actions,	  but	  “Manners”	  that	  reflect	  habits	  of	  faith	  	  
E.g.	  The	  virtue	  of	  training	  "manners"	  –	  more	  covenantal	  than	  you	  might	  think!	  	  

What	  is	  a	  “manner”	  –	  isn’t	  it	  a	  habit	  of	  behavior	  fit	  a	  gospel	  virtue	  or	  vice?	  	  	  

So	  what	  are	  the	  Gospel	  beliefs	  and	  practices	  that	  correspond	  to	  them?	  	  How	  do	  we	  train	  them	  
our	  children	  in	  them	  in	  the	  manners	  we	  train?	  	  	  

1.	  Gospel	  Virtue:	  Selflessness/Sacrificial	  love	  	  
Manners:	  	  

a.	  politeness	  (excuse	  me,	  thank	  you,	  please,	  etc,	  vs.	  huhhh,	  whaaat,	  etc.	  	  
b.	  Patience	  so	  as	  not	  to	  interrupt	  (vs.	  selfishly	  demanding	  attention	  )	  	  
Note	  especially	  those	  times	  when	  you	  are	  "preoccupied",	  (phone	  converstation)	  	  
c.	  Courtesy	  (when	  bumping	  into	  something,	  excuse	  me…	  etc.	  )	  I.e.	  rude	  is	  the	  same	  thing	  as	  
self-‐centered,	  	  
	  

2.	  Gospel	  Virtue:	  Thankfulness/Trust	  in	  the	  Sufficiency	  of	  God’s	  Providence	  
Manners:	  	  
a.	  “Thank	  you”	  
b)	  Taking	  care	  of/Respect	  for	  toys,	  cleaning	  a	  room,	  taking	  care	  of	  family	  furniture,	  etc.	  	  
c)	  Hygiene	  and	  general	  cleanliness:	  	  	  
(While	  all	  boys	  will	  be	  boys...	  we	  ought	  still	  require	  such	  things	  as	  cleanliness	  where	  it	  counts...	  	  
	  

3.	  Gospel	  Virtue—What	  isn’t	  related	  to	  “table	  manners??”	  	  J	  
Virtue:	  Self-‐control,	  thankfulness,	  selflessness,etc.	  	  
a.	  Eat	  all	  foods	  that	  are	  served	  as	  God's	  provisions	  for	  us.	  	  
b.	  Remain	  seated	  until	  excused.	  	  
c.	  Pass	  food,	  not	  reach	  so	  as	  to	  respect	  other	  persons	  eating	  
d.	  Respectful	  conversation:	  	  	  

1.	  no	  boisterous	  talk	  or	  silly	  play	  that	  interrupts	  	  
2.	  chewing	  with	  mouth	  open,	  smacking,	  etc.	  	  

	  
"Poor	  nutrition	  is	  often	  not	  the	  fault	  of	  a	  parents	  cooking,	  or	  low	  income,	  but	  simply	  a	  lack	  of	  
discipline	  around	  the	  table.	  	  	  

	  
4.	  Gospel	  Virtue:	  Industry:	  	  	  (culture	  mandate)	  	  

i. Work	  before	  play	  
ii. Chores	  fit	  age/development	  
iii. Etc.	  	  

5.	  Gospel	  Virtue:	  Honesty:	  	  
6.	  Gospel	  Virtue:	  Etc.	  	  

 
Note: We don’t want to confuse “cute” with “immoral” – the point here is not to promote 
“moralism” but to recognize that the gospel is both a worldview and habit… as to reinforce or 
not the one another.    

 
• Parenting that Disciplines (Trains) The Heart:  
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The	   Covenantal	   Pattern	   repeated	   over	   and	   over	   and	   over	   and	   over	   again	   every	   day	   every	  week	  
every	  year	  all	  life!	  	  

o From	  Confession	  to…	  
§ Faith-‐	  Christ	  centered	  confidence	  
§ Hope-‐	  Christ	  promised	  absolution	  
§ Love-‐	  security/freedom	  from	  fear	  of	  condemnation/rejection	  

	  
The	  pattern	  of	  the	  gospel	  needs	  to	  be	  infused	  in	  every	  situation..	  we	  never	  take	  it	  
for	   granted	   that	   our	   children	   know	  and	   experience,	   that	   Christ	   is	   the	   good	  news	  
that	  changes	  everything!	  	  	  
	  

The	  nature	  or	  our	  relationships	  with	  our	  children	  is	  therefore	  not	  fully	  seen	  by	  merely	  
regarding	  the	  infant	  as	  a	  beautiful	  animal,	  organized,	  in	  miniature,	  after	  the	  kind	  of	  the	  
parents.	  	  It	  is	  the	  mysterious	  propagation	  of	  a	  rational	  soul	  that	  fills	  the	  reflecting	  mind	  
with	  awe.	  	  When	  the	  parent	  looks	  upon	  the	  infantile	  smile;	  he	  should	  see	  beneath	  that	  
smile	   an	   immortal	   spark	   which	   has	   been	   kindled,	   but	   can	   never	   be	   quenched,	   and	  
ought	  to	  be	  nurtured	  for	  blessing	  rather	  than	  for	  curse	  

JC	  Ryle	  
• Parenting that seeks to “discipline” (train) by the social context.    

We	  would	  suggest	  that	  parents	  concentrate	  less	  on	  the	  technique	  of	  good	  parenting	  and	  more	  
on	  the	  process	  of	  being	  a	  parent.	  	  Good	  parenting	  is	  a	  matter	  of	  interacting	  with	  our	  children	  
day	  in	  and	  day	  out	  within	  a	  family	  system.	  	  It	  is	  these	  day-‐to-‐day	  experiences	  which	  build	  our	  
relationship	  with	  them	  .	  	  The	  best	  advice	  we	  can	  give	  to	  parents	  is	  to	  throw	  away	  their	  how-‐to-‐
parent	  books	  and	  simply	  become	  real	  persons	  to	  their	  children.	  

Jack	  &	  Judith	  Balswick	  
	  

I.e.	  In	  contrast	  to	  individualism—we	  understand	  that	  people	  are	  by	  nature	  social	  and	  
that	  we	  are	  in	  large	  measure	  shaped	  by	  our	  social	  environment	  (the	  family	  being	  the	  
first	  and	  most	  important	  of	  social	  environment).	  	  	  

Family	  Systems	  prospective	  is	  a	  holistic	  approach	  to	  looking	  at	  things—which	  
understands	  each	  part	  of	  family	  life	  in	  terms	  of	  the	  family	  as	  a	  whole.	  	  	  

A	  “systems	  perspective”—considers	  family	  issues	  as	  composed	  of	  interrelated	  
individual	  parts…	  	  

Next week… 


