
 

 

Question Three   
What is the difference, in terms of the Christian vernacular, between works and work, 

particularly in terms of prayer? 
 
"Works" implies a theology that involves action/effort/merit/something earned by self on the part 
of the human being necessary unto salvation.  As we affirm that we are saved by faith alone and 
that itself is a gift of God!  (see Ephesians, etc), we sometimes   
 
      develop a strong negative connotation to the term  
“works” 
      which then can transfer (wrongly) to the concept of  
"work" 
   
      leaving us immobilized!  undisciplined!  unproductive!  afraid to do anything that appears as 
an exercise of faith for fear of tipping our own thinking (or others!!!) too far toward works. 
 
Hallesby (secondary source) on the subject: 
  (82)  it is by prayer that we couple the powers of heaven to our helplessness, 
  (80)  This work (that which must be done on our knees, alone with God, away from the bustle 
of the world and the plaudits of other people) is the most important of all, because it is 
prerequisite to all the rest of the work we have to do in the kingdom of God 
  (67)  wherever we go, we meet people who are in need of something.  If the Spirit could give us 
that open eye of love which sees both visible and invisible needs, everything we saw would give 
rise to prayer.  We would turn to the Lord and tell Him the needs both of our friends and of our 
enemies.  That is how He would like to have us pray.  It is written, "Pray without ceasing" (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
 

Paul (primary source) on the subject: 
 
Philippians 2:12  
 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 
Philippians 2:13  
 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
 

 
Consider a potentially life changing thought on these verses....In verse 12 read "work" as "press" 
and see what happens. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
David Martin-Lloyd Jones (secondary source) on the subject: 
 
Exercise your faith!!!  (when he says where is your faith to the disciples in the boat during the 
storm) 
 



 

 

 
Me (tertiary source) on the subject: 
 
Another thought 
Even the acknowledgement of slothfulness as a sin/vice implies that the opposite should be our 
goal...what would the opposite of slothful be? 
ambitious, diligent, enterprising, zealous, active, lively, energetic, industrious 
   this is not passive or inactive or frozen in fear of condemnation re: trying to earn salvation 
 
Please note examples of the effective work of prayer that you have experienced or witnessed: 
 
 
 
 
 
Some thoughts in the form of example...we are (rightfully!) shy and careful about personal 
examples, for obvious reasons.   Remember...we and our situations are the variables in the 
prayer equation...GOD is the constant.   
 
*IF we value prayer and IF we intend to devote some of our day to prayer, we need to really 
pray, by ourselves and in community.   What is more important when you are by yourself than 
prayer?  
 
 *What is better sharing when you are with another than prayer?   It is almost always a difficult 
thing to bring to the fore of a relationship, but when the other in a relationship is willing, it has 
always made for an effective and mature relationship to pray. 
 
Prayer exercises that have improved my use of the shovel of prayer (or others I have 
observed)…. 
*Pray expectantly...Mueller/Murray/Semke (style transmitted from one to the other) 
*Pray on the phone with spouse or friend.   
*Pray at some time you are always together (Ulmers bedside prayers).   
*Give a chunk/percentage of your time in discussion to prayer (Nybergs road prayers) 
*Pray (beyond meals or formal “devotions”) when you gather with family and friends, even if 
there is some awkwardness involved. 
*Try to never say "I will pray for you" more than you actually pray...try to pray much, much 
more than you say, "I will pray for you." 
 
 


