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Guide to Leading A Prayer Service 

 

This service is follows the pattern of the gospel and temple covenant renewal.   It contains 

helpful elements that not only lead us to pray, but also shape our spirituality.  We do much more 
than simply share requests and pray for them during this time; the time becomes a rich, diverse, 

and God-centered spiritual exercise. 
 

Movement 1:  Worship in Praise - A Worship Ministry  
Colossians 3:16-17 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

 

Facilitator begins by welcoming people and inviting members to sing.  Praise helps us to 

remember who God is and sets our heart right as we approach him. 
 Opening Songs of Praise (hymns and or praise song at leaders discretion) 
 

This week’s suggestions:  

  Ancient of Days (from CPC Songbook) 
 Prayers of Adoration (scripted and/or spontaneous at leaders discretion)  

 In some way the leader should seek the participation of the whole group.  

 This could be done using scripted and/or spontaneous prayers    
 Suggestion (if scripted):  

  “Let us now express our own thoughts of praise and worship of God.” 

 This week’s suggestions for scripted service:   

 That Christ, very God from everlasting to everlasting, became a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief, and by his death and resurrection 

become our wonder and counselor, mediator and friend—such thoughts 

are too glorious to comprehend.  That you, great Father, would receive 
his sacrifice as satisfaction for the divine judgment that was owed to me—

what mystery!  Indeed, we are thankful this morning that Christ is mighty 

to save, Amen! 
 Doxology (This is an optional yet very familiar liturgical device of praise)  
 

Example “in closing sing together:  

Suggestion (if scripted):  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: As 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end.  Amen.” 
 

Movement 2 : Worship in Confession and Absolution - A Worship Ministry and/or 
Facilitator Ministry 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Facilitator leads the group in a time of confession of sin.  We continue the pattern of the gospel 

by acknowledging our sin and hearing of his mercy.  This prayer can be done scripted and/or 

spontaneous and/or private 

 Suggestions (if scripted):  
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 Samples of scripted text provided by CPC  

 Confession: 
  Gracious Father, it is your glory that you can overcome the wildness of  

 your sheep.  We confess that we have not faithfully listened for 

your   voice:  we have ignored the precepts of your Word, the 

strivings of your   Spirit, and the dictates of conscience.  In 
your mercy, forgive us.      Strengthen us to walk in faith 

with hearts attuned to our Good Shepherd’s   voice, that we may 

know the strength of his outstretched arm and enjoy   the 
light of your presence forever.  We ask this in the name of Jesus the  

 Lord.  Amen 

 Absolution 
“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger  and 

abounding in steadfast love.   9 He will not always accuse, nor will 

he keep his anger forever.   10 He does not deal with us according 

to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.   11 For as the 
heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love 

toward those who fear him;   12 as far as the east is from the 

west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.”              Ps. 
103:8-12 

 

Movement 3:  Worship in Word and Personal Response - A Facilitator Ministry 

Ephesians 4:11-16 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 

him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 

Coming to God’s word is a vital part of meeting with him.  This is not a time for an inductive 
Bible study that seeks to know what a passage is about.  Instead, we want this to be a time 

where we apply the passage to our lives.  The facilitator should have the passage read, then 

have the reflection read, and then get to the questions of application. 
 Scripture Reading:  

 Have a person read the selected scripture related to exegetical summary below 

 Short Exegetical Summary: (this provides a normative element to the discussion as approved 

by CPC pastoral team--  if you would like to recommend another exegetical summary 
please discuss it with the pastoral staff).   

 Have another person read a section from selected exegetical summary:  

 Suggestions:  

 Text and Summary taken from:  Calvin’s Heart Aflame, John Stott’s, Through the Bible 

through the Year, D.A. Carson’s For the Love of God OR any other approved 

option.  
  

 Reflections (transformative  element-- group)  

 Leader: Lead a discussion by asking  probing reflective questions for the group to discuss (10 

min??)  The idea is NOT exegetical but reflective and transformative such as: 
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Suggested questions for discussion:  

 How does this passage impact your perception of God and the gospel?   

 How does this passage affect your relationship with God? 

 How does this passage affect the way you live your life as a Christian? 

 How does this passage affect your relation to others?   

 What are the boundaries/barriers that you struggle with in relation to the above questions?    
 

 

Movement 4: Worship in Intercessory Prayer with a spirit of humble submission and 

expectation - A Mercy Ministry  

Gal. 6:2  Bear one another’s burdens, and  so fulfill  the law of Christ.  
 

This is a time to come to our heavenly Father with our needs, burdens, and requests.  Requests 

can come from within the group, but we should not neglect the needs of the congregation as a 

whole (facilitator should have CPC prayer list available during this time).   
 Have group share needs specific to your small group:  The Leader can decide whether to 

have prayer requests shared before or during prayers 

 Use Church Prayer List (from CPC Admin. each week)  

 Use Church Prayer Guide (see attached)  
 

Mercy Coordination: 

The role of the mercy coordinator is to see that all mercy needs of the group are cared for. 

1. Needs either originate from within the group or are brought to the coordinator by the 
pastoral team 

2. Mercy coordinator has a one-on-one conversation with the person in need in order 

to determine how the group can be most helpful (meals, rides, etc.)  
3. Mercy coordinator then organizes the group to help. 

4. If need is bigger than can be met by community group, the need should be 

presented to the mercy team leader (currently Julie Bruce). 
 

Movement 5: Worship in Thanksgiving and Benediction  - A Worship Ministry  

Rev 5: 13-14 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth  

 and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the  

 Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 14And the four living 
 creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Respond in songs and prayers of thanksgiving. 

 Songs/Hymns (leader’s discretion)  
 This week’s suggestions:  

 Hymn #642    Be Thou My Vision 

 Scripture prayers or lead prayer (leaders discretion)  
 Suggestion (if scripted):  

 With all the saints, Dear God, we see as through the eyes of faith, that glorious day, 

a triumphant day, a brighter day-- when the saints triumphant from all corners of 

the earth of every time-- will file through those heavenly gates in procession 
march to worship you in splendor and glory-- singing Father , Son and Holy 

Ghost-- Hallelujah!  We see our God, that our sins have been washed away, that 

the guilt of sin will be a long lost history and the curse against sin together with all 
its miseries will be cast away as far as the east is from the west!  Oh for such a 

vision as this, for such things that await those in Christ, we give you thanksgiving 

as from the depths of our affections!  Amen. 

 Doxology?   
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 Benediction from Scripture (be sure to distinguish benediction from doxology here) 
 

Example: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the   
 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 


