
Reading the Bible 
Forwards and Backwards

Session 5: From Circumcision to Baptism–
The Initiating Sacrament



Table Discussion:

uYour friend asks:  “What must I do to be 
saved?”  What would you tell them?  Would 
you say “be baptized?” Is baptism an essential 
element of the gospel?  

uHow would you convince a skeptical parent 
that they should baptize their children? 



Is the Gospel the same in the Old and New 
Testament?   

YES?
u OT:

u Gen. 17:7I will establish my covenant between me  and you, and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you. 

u Gen. 22:18 and win your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.”

u NC: 

u Acts 3:25 You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God 
gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your descendants all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.’ (notice this language of "families" rather 
than merely individuals– implication?) 

u Gal. 3:8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be 
blessed in you.” 



Is the Gospel the same in the Old and 
New Testament? 

NO?
u Circumcision in OT: 

u Gen. 17:10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and 
you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised.

u Ex. 4:24 At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him and gsought to 
put him to death. 

u Circumcision in NT: 
u Gal. 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 

counts for anything, but only faith working through love.

u Heb. 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world.



The Redemptive-Historical Meaning 
of Circumcision and Baptism

Circumcision: Judgment ordeal by “cutting” (Knife) 

u Read Genesis 3:24-- The sword imagery is first depicted in Genesis 3:24.  
“Any future return to God's dwelling place and the tree of life must involve a 
passage through the flaming sword of God's judgment.” M. Kline

u Read Genesis 9:11-- The Genesis flood is referred to as a "cutting off of the 
flesh" curse of the covenant.

u Read Isaiah  43:1-4-- This passage speaks of god's redemption in terms of 
passing through waters with God into salvation.  It prepares for the New 
Covenant use of water in baptism.

Baptism: Judgment ordeal by Drowning (water) 
u Read 2 Peter 3:5-7 and 1 Peter 3:18-2Both speak of judgment by water in 

reference to Genesis flood foreshadowing  the day of judgment.  But in 1 Peter 
3:21, “this water (referring to the flood) is a ”baptism that now saves you …by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  

u Read 1 Cor 10:1-2In a similar fashion, the exodus through the Red Sea is spoken 
of by Paul in 1 Cor. 10:1-2 as a baptism in water.  Paul writes,  “our fathers…all 
passed through the sea, and … were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea.” 

u Read Colossians 2:11-12 Paul is asserting that circumcision in its day signified the 
same realities which baptism signifies in the present day.2--



Baptism Distinguished From John’s
John’s baptism (acting as the last of the OT Prophets)

pointed to the ultimate Redemptive Baptism 
that was to be executed by “the Christ.”  

u Matt. 3:1 hIn those days iJohn the Baptist came preaching in jthe wilderness of Judea, 2
k“Repent, for lthe kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

u 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, rconfessing their sins.

u …Who warned you to flee from wthe wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit xin keeping with 
repentance.

u Matt. 3:11 b“I baptize you with water cfor repentance, but dhe who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you ewith the Holy Spirit 
and ffire. 12 His gwinnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and hgather
his wheat into the barn, ibut the chaff he will burn with junquenchable fire.”

u E.g. The ulimate judgement ordeal that the “cutting rite (circumcision) and judgment 
waters (Flood and Red Sea) foreshadowed is now come in the ministry of Christ) 

u Matt. 3:13 kThen Jesus came lfrom Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14
mJohn would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up 
from the water, and behold, othe heavens were opened to him,3 and he psaw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, qa voice from heaven said, 
r“This is my beloved Son,4 with whom I am well pleased.”

u E.g. Christ, In order to fufill all righteousness on OUR BEHALF, was baptized as representing 
our perfect repentance/confession as then to take all of our confessed sin to the cross

u The Fathers declaration indicates Christ’s perfect righteousness as valid substitution for all 
humanity in their sin.  



Meaning of Circumcision and 
Baptism the Same 

Circumcision Saved by Blood
u Ex. 4:24 At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him and sought to put him 

to death. 25 Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and touched
Moses’3 feet with it and said, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!”

u God’s visible covenant community was set apart by circumcision of its male firstborns… 
to be uncircumcised was paramount to being outside of the OT church!  

u Ex. 12:22. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and 
touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you 
shall go outside the door of your house until morning.

u To be on God’s good side (such as then not to come under his wrath) we must have some 
vicarious means of passing through God’s judgment without being destroyed by it.. this 
was symbolized by the circumcision rite itself, as one passing through the blood, this 
pointed one then to the blood of Passover, which then said basically this—to be saved 
from God’s judgment, we must put our hope in God and his provision for our 
deliverance—

u The “cutting” (“berith”) Ceremony of Circumcision symbolized a great judgment 
ordeal wherein by a substitutionary blood their sins would be passed-over! 

u Gen. 9:11 aI establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off 
by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”



A SIGN: Meaning of Circumcision and 
Baptism the Same

Salvation as through the Blood (and Baptism?)

u Col 1:18…having made peace through the blood of His 
cross.

u Rom. 6:3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized pinto Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.



A SEAL: The Efficacy of Both Circumcision 
and Baptism as a Means of Grace 

BOTH POINTED TO A DEEPER/SPIRIUTAL CIRCUMCISION
OF THE HEARTH  OF WHICH BAPTISM DOES ALSO 

u OT: 
u Deut. 10:16 Circumcise therefore qthe foreskin of your heart, and be no longer rstubborn.

u Deut. 30:6 And pthe LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, 
qso that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you 
may live.

u NT
u Phil. 3:3 For owe are the circumcision, pwho worship qby the Spirit of God2 and rglory in Christ 

Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 sthough I myself have reason for confidence in the 
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:

u Col. 2:11 In him also vyou were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
wputting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 xhaving been buried with 
him in baptism, in which yyou were also raised with him through faith in zthe powerful working 
of God, zwho raised him from the dead. 13 aAnd you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God bmade alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses,

u Rom 6: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death?  …so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life. 



A SEAL: The Efficacy of Both Circumcision 
and Baptism as a Means of Grace 

They All depict baptism "effecting" salvation rather than merely signifying 
salvation: 

u Titus 3:5 He saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had 
done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit. 

u 1Pet. 3:21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you--not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ

u Mark 16:16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one 
who does not believe will be condemned. 

u Acts 2:38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

u Acts 22:16 And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, and have your 
sins washed away, calling on his name.’ 



Confessional Summary
WCF 27 

u 1. Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, 
immediately instituted by God, to represent Christ, and his benefits; and to 
confirm our interest in him: as also, to put a visible difference between 
those that belong unto the church, and the rest of the world; and solemnly 
to engage them to the service of God in Christ, according to his Word. 

u 2. There is, in every sacrament, a spiritual relation, or sacramental union, 
between the sign and the thing signified: whence it comes to pass, that the 
names and effects of the one are attributed to the other. 

Ø “Immediate Institution”
Ø “holy Sign”—i.e. it symbolizes that which is promised (see below)
Ø “holy... Seal”- i.e. it in some sense accomplishes that which is promised (see below



Sacrament of Baptism
u As a “holy Sign:” 

u What is signified in Christian Baptism? WCF 28.1 of his ingrafting into Christ, of 
regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through Jesus 
Christ, to walk in newness of life. 

u As a “seal” I.e. what exactly does it effect? Notice again the sacramental 
relation: Spiritual Relation . . . between the thing signified and the sign. I.e. 
what is signified is somehow applied in, with and through the sacraments—

u In Baptism: ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his 
giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life. Thus, WCF 
28.6 

u by the right use of this ordinance, the grace promised is not only offered, but 
really exhibited, and conferred, by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of age or 
infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the counsel of God's own will, 
in His appointed time. 

u WCF 28.5 yet grace and salvation are not so inseparably annexed unto it, as that 
no person can be regenerated, or saved, without it: or, that all that are baptized 
are undoubtedly regenerated. 



The Argument For 
Paedo-Baptism Summarized

u Continuity of the NC Church and the OC Church
u 1Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, aa royal bpriesthood, ca holy nation, da people 

for his own possession (c.f. 19:23) 

u Many redemptive era covenants(Adam(Gen 3), Noah, Abraham, Moses, David)--
different forms that convey the same gospel…
u Rom. 9:4 They are Israelites, and to them belong fthe adoption, gthe glory, hthe

covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and kthe promises.

u Circumcision in its Covenant Context meant and was executed the same way 
that Baptism means and is executed in its present covenant context
u Sign:  Passing through Judgment Ordeal by faith in covenant head as all foreshadowing 

the ultimate covenant headship of Christ (Noah, Abraham, Moses, etc) 

u Seal:  A means of grace as to a circumcised heart (affectual calling, regeneration). A 
Converting ordinabnce (distinguished from renewal ordinabnce)

u Executed as an entrance/initiating rite (as distinguished from renewal) to both 
adult converts AND their children (c.f. Household baptisms throughout Acts

u Why reduce the action of the two sacraments into one—e.g. both entrance 
(initiating) rites

u The Logic inferred as a means of grace- done in order to be saved/converted, 
vs. as witness to being saved/converted (c.f. next slide) 



Household Circumcision/Baptism Illustrated

OT: 
u Gen. 7:1 Then the LORD said to Noah, p“Go into the ark, you and 

all your household, for I have seen that qyou are righteous before 
me in this generation.

u Gen 15: 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 
offspring, and ea member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And 
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be 
your heir; fyour very own son2 shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought 
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and gnumber the stars, 
if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, h“So shall 
your offspring be.” 6 And ihe believed the LORD, and jhe counted it 
to him as righteousness.

u Gen 17:7 nd I will vestablish my covenant between me and you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, wto be God to you and to your offspring after 
you. 8

u 17:10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between 
me and you and your offspring after you: Every male 
among you shall be circumcised. 1



Household Circumcision/Baptism Illustrated

NC: 
u Acts 2:37 And Peter said to them, o“Repent and pbe baptized every 

one of you qin the name of Jesus Christ rfor the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive sthe gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
tthe promise is for you and ufor your children and for all vwho
are far off, everyone wwhom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

u Acts 16:15 When she and her household were baptized, she 
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us… 
33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed 
their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. 

u Acts 18:8 Crispus, the official of the synagogue, became a 
believer in the Lord, together with all his household; and many 
of the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were 
baptized. 



Continuity of Circumcision and Baptism 
Illustrated

Circumcision under the OC: 
u 1. When a person believed in the God of Abraham and trusted in 

Him in the Old Testament, what happened?  He was 
circumcised. 

u 2. What happened to the whole household when the covenant 
head of that household was joined (engrafted into) the church 
of the OC– They were circumcised  (note the meaning of 
circumcision on a man symbolically identified his progeny as to 
include women without circumcision)

u 3. What was the outward event that represented the clean 
heart in the Old Testament?  Circumcision

u 4. What was the outward sign that marked a person's entrance 
into the community of believers in the Old Testament?   
Circumcision



Continuity of Circumcision and Baptism 
Illustrated

Baptism Under the NC: 
u 1. When a person believed in the God of Abraham and trusted in 

Him in the New Testament, what happened?  He/She was 
Baptized. 

u 2. What happens to a whole household when the covenant head 
of that household( Federal representative) is joined (engrafted 
into) the church of the NC?– They are baptized (note the 
symbol of baptism is not identified with progeny as to include 
women without circumcision such that the symbol of baptism is 
applied to women–as well)

u 3. What was the outward event that represented the clean 
heart in the Old Testament?  Baptism

u 4. What was the outward sign that marked a person's entrance 
into the community of believers in the Old Testament?   
Baptism



How does a person become a Christian?
(What is a reasonable “plan sense” reading of these passages?)_

u Matt. 28: 19 As you go therefore, kmake disciples of lall nations, 
jbaptizing them min2 nthe name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them oto observe all that pI have 
commanded you. And behold, qI am with you always, to rthe end of 
the age.”

u Mark 16:16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but 
the one who does not believe will be condemned. 

u Acts 2:36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 
jGod has made him kboth Lord and Christ, this Jesus lwhom you 
crucified.” 37 Now when mthey heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, nwhat
shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, o“Repent and pbe baptized 
every one of you qin the name of Jesus Christ rfor the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive sthe gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For tthe
promise is for you and ufor your children and for all vwho are far off, 
everyone wwhom the Lord our God calls to himself.”



Q & A


