
Reading the Bible 
Forwards and Backwards

Session 5: The Passover – The Lord’s Supper



Table Discussion: Questions

u 1. What	is	the	practical	value	to	you	of	knowing	that	you	
are	“saved”?

u 2. What	is	your	salvation	for?

u 3. What	does	it	mean	that	you	are	united	to	Christ?

u 4.	What	is	the	practical	value	of	being	united	to	Christ?



1. The Passover

u With reference to Covenant:

Exodus 12:1–14, 25–29: The LORD said to Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall be for you 
the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of 
the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a 
household. And if the household is too small for a lamb, 
then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to 
the number of persons; according to what each can eat 
you shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall 
be without blemish, a male a year old. 



“You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and 
you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 
when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill their lambs at twilight. Then they shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and 
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall 
eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do 
not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its 
head with its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. In this manner 
you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall 
eat it in haste. 



“It is the LORD’s Passover. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: 
I am the LORD. 

“The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where 
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, 
when I strike the land of Egypt. 

“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall 
keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your 
generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a 
feast. 



“And when you come to the land that the LORD will give 
you, as he has promised, you shall keep this service. 
And when your children say to you, ‘What do you 
mean by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice 
of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses 
of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the 
Egyptians but spared our houses.’ ” And the people 
bowed their heads and worshiped. 

Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD 
had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat 
on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was 
in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock.



I. The Passover

u With reference to Temple

Leviticus 7:13–15: With the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his 
offering with loaves of leavened bread. And from 
it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a 
gift to the LORD. It shall belong to the priest who 
throws the blood of the peace offerings. And the 
flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for 
thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his 
offering. He shall not leave any of it until the 
morning.



2. The Lord’s Supper

u With reference to Covenant:

1 Corinthians 11:20–30: When you come together, it is 
not the Lord’s supper that you eat. For in eating, each 
one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, 
another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to 
eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God 
and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say 
to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 



For I received from the Lord what I also 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, “This is my body which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” In the same 
way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup 
of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 
profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a 
person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats 
and drinks without discerning the body eats and 
drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of 
you are weak and ill, and some have died.



2. The Lord’s Supper

u With reference to Temple:

u On an incorrect view: Symbolic Memorialism
u “according to this view, Jesus’ words of institution 

were purely symbolic. To eat the body and blood of 
Christ means nothing more than to put one’s faith in 
Christ... the doctrine of symbolic memorialism denies 
any real presence of Christ in the sacrament.” One 
proponent of this position goes so far as to say, 
“rather than the elements containing or symbolizing 
the presence of Christ, they are instead a recognition 
of His absence.” – Keith Mathison



Westminster Confession of Faith:

29.1 Our Lord Jesus... instituted the sacrament... called 
the Lord's Supper... for the perpetual remembrance of 
the sacrifice of himself in his death; the sealing all 
benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual 
nourishment and growth in him, their further 
engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto 
him; and, to be a bond and pledge of their 
communion with him, and with each other, as 
members of his mystical body. 



Westminster Confession of Faith:

29.2 In this sacrament, Christ is not offered up to his 
Father; nor any real sacrifice made at all, for 
remission of sins of the quick or dead; but only a 
commemoration of that one offering up of himself, by 
himself, upon the cross, once for all: and a spiritual 
oblation of all possible praise unto God, for the 
same…



2. The Lord’s Supper

u With reference to Temple:

1 Corinthians 3:5–7: What then is Apollos? What is Paul? 
Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth.



Westminster Confession of Faith:

u 29.5 The outward elements in this sacrament, duly set 
apart to the uses ordained by Christ, have such 
relation to him crucified, as that, truly, yet 
sacramentally only, they are sometimes called by the 
name of the things they represent, to wit, the body 
and blood of Christ; albeit, in substance and nature, 
they still remain truly and only bread and wine, as 
they were before. 



Westminster Confession of Faith:

u 29.7 Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the 
visible elements, in this sacrament, do then also, 
inwardly by faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally 
and corporally but spiritually, receive, and feed upon, 
Christ crucified, and all benefits of his death: the 
body and blood of Christ being then, not corporally or 
carnally, in, with, or under the bread and wine; yet, 
as really, but spiritually, present to the faith of 
believers in that ordinance, as the elements 
themselves are to their outward senses.



“I shall not be ashamed to confess that it is a secret too 
lofty for either my mind to comprehend or my words to 
declare. And, to speak more plainly, I rather experience 
than understand it” 

-- Calvin, Institutes, 4, 37, 32



u 1 Corinthians 6:12–17: “All things are lawful for 
me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by 
anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one 
and the other. The body is not meant for sexual 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise 
us up by his power. Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who 
is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with 
her? For, as it is written, “The two will become 
one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him.



u 1 Corinthians 10:14–18: Therefore, my beloved, 
flee from idolatry. I speak as to sensible people; 
judge for yourselves what I say. The cup of 
blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in 
the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 
not a participation in the body of Christ? Because 
there is one bread, we who are many are one 
body, for we all partake of the one bread. 
Consider the people of Israel: are not those who 
eat the sacrifices participants in the altar?



III. The Wedding Supper of the Lamb:

u Covenant Fulfilled:

Revelation 19:9, 11-18: And the angel said to me, 
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to 
me, “These are the true words of God.”…



u Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he judges and makes 
war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his 
head are many diadems, and he has a name 
written that no one knows but himself. He is 
clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name 
by which he is called is The Word of God. And the 
armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following him on white horses. From 
his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations, and he will rule them 
with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of 
the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his 
robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King 
of kings and Lord of lords.



u Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with 
a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly 
directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great 
supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh 
of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of 
horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, 
both free and slave, both small and great.”



III. The Wedding Supper of the Lamb:
u Temple Realized

u Revelation 21:1–4, 22–22:5: “Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” 



u And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is 
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 
and its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. They will bring into it the 
glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing 
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does 
what is detestable or false, but only those who 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 



u Then the angel showed me the river of the water 
of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the 
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, 
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. No 
longer will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him. They will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And 
night will be no more. They will need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 
and they will reign forever and ever.



Conclusion

u What are the impacts of these realities on our practice, 
and on our lives?


