
Reading the Bible 
Forwards and Backwards
Session 6: Creation, New Creation, and 

God’s Cosmic Plan Redemption



Table Discussion
u Why does it matter that God is, as the Nicene Creed puts 

it, “Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 
and invisible.”? Would it matter practically if we didn’t 
believe that?

u What would change – both theologically and practically – if 
Christ wasn’t involved in creation, but only redemption? 
(Col. 1.16 – “For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him.”)



1 - “Importance” of Creation, in Genesis
u Gen. 1-2 – Thesis of Eden: “I am Yahweh, Lord of creation’s 

Sabbath, enthroned in heavenly glory above the cherubim hosts, 
who brought you out of the mud-clay of the cloud and breathed 
into you life”

u The Spirit – “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.” – remember!

u Creation as Sabbath Rest - God’s own rest which is the 
archetype of Israel’s rest, is a royal resting. Creation is the 
enthronement of the cosmic King.



1b - “Importance” of Creation, in OT

u Job 38. 1-5; 42.1-6 – “. . . Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have 
understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely 
you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? . . . Then Job 
answered the Lord and said: “I know that you can do all 
things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. Who 
is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I 
have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I will 
speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me.’ I 
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye 
sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.”

u See Psalm 8



2 - Creation as Redemption

u Exodus – God’s Spirit leads his people in the fire and cloud
and then “hovers over” his people to protect them from the 
wrath of the destroyer on the Egyptians’ firstborn

u Temple Portrayed as Eden – God’s unique presence
u Sabbath linked to creation and exodus - gift of the 

Promised Land is described as God’s gift of rest – Dt. 3.20, 
12.9, 1Ki. 8.56 – see also Heb. 4 and the Jubilee Sabbath 

u Isaiah 42, 43; Ezekiel 16
u John 1 & 3



3 - Redemption as New Creation in Christ

u 1Cor. 15.45-49 - “Thus it is written, “The first man Adam 
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, 
and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a 
man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the 
man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is 
the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just 
as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall 
also bear the image of the man of heaven."
u Note v. 58 - “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” - gives dignity to our 
work!

u See Rom. 5.15-21 



4 - Redemption as New Creation in 
Christ’s People, the Church
u New Creation - 2Cor. 4.3-6 – “And even if our gospel is veiled, 

it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' 
sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
u 2Cor. 5.16-7 – “From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 

flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”



4, cont. - Redemption as New Creation 
in Christ’s People, the Church

u Sanctification - new life born by the Spirit - Rom. 6.4 –
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

u God as my Creator before new life - Calling as husband, 
farmer, etc.
u 1Cor. 7.17 – “Only let each person lead the life that the Lord 

has assigned to him, and to which God has called him.” 



5 - Redemption of All Creation

u Col. 1, Eph. 1, Rev. 22.1-5
u Romans 8.9-30:

u All creation is waiting for the revealing of the glory of 
the sons of God

u Jesus’ raised body is the climax of all creation
uThe redemption of our bodies will be the climax of all 

creation



Summary - Creation, New Creation, and God’s 
Cosmic Plan Redemption

1. “Importance” of Creation – in Genesis and rest of 
OT

2. Creation as Redemption
3. Redemption as New Creation in Christ
4. Redemption as New Creation in Christ’s people, 

the Church
5. Redemption of All Creation


