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Denominations & 
Denominationalism  
�  A Necessary “evil”? 
◦  No “infallible” Interpretation of Scripture as then to 

all for grace of conscience without compromise and/
or “excommunication.”  
◦  The pursuit for the “whole counsel of God’s word.”  
◦  Basis for Unity with Charity  

�  A Necessary Re-appraisal 
◦  Distinguish State-Church/Cultural denominations vs. 

Spiritual denominations 
◦  Distinguish Elements vs. Forms (faith vs. vernacular) 
◦  The ongoing pursuit of organic union as the ideal. 



4 Ways toward Ecumenism 
Compared 

Paradigms in Ecumenism

High Church, High Gospel
Classical Evangelical

(Newbigin)

Multi-Traditional/Missional

High Church, Low Gospel
Imperial

(RC)

Mono-Traditional/Schismatic

Low Church, High Gospel
Pragmatic

(Modern Evangelical)

Non-Traditional/Non-Ecumenical
Cooperatives/Networks

Low Church, Low Gospel
Compromise

(WCC)

Mono-Traditional/Blended
Ecumenical

 



Organic Ecumenism Illustrated:�

For the perfecting of the life of the whole body, the Church of South India 
needs the heritage of each of the uniting Churches, and each of those 
Churches will, it is hoped, not lose the continuity of its own life, but preserve 
that life enriched by the union with itself of the other two Churches. The 
Church of South India is thus formed by a combination of different elements 
each bringing its contribution to the whole, and not by the absorption of any 
one by any other.  It is, therefore, also a comprehensive Church; and its 
members, while firmly holding the fundamentals of the faith and order of the 
Church Universal, are allowed wide freedom of opinion in all other matters, 
and wide freedom of action in such differences of practice as are consistent 
with the general framework of the Church as one organized body. 

�  Lesslie Newbigin The Unity that We Seek
�  , 

�  o  Organic/Councilar (Communal) vs. Invisible
�  o  Multi-Traditional (Confessional) vs. compromise
�  o  Sacramental Jurisdiction (Sacramental) vs. pragmatic
�  o  Missional /Gospel vs. socio-political gospel  



Tradition 



Our Commitment to the  
teachings of grace 

 We are committed to the teachings of grace as they are summarized 
in the historic Westminster Confession of Faith. 

 
 Whereas the Holy Scriptures is our only rule of faith and practice, our 
Church unity is predicated upon a consensus about what the Scriptures 
principally teach.  Our consensus is reflected in the 350—year--old 
Westminster Confession of Faith.  In summary, it affirms that God is no 
less sovereign in our salvation than He is sovereign in our creation to the 
praise of God’s glorious grace!  This means that we are accepted by God, 
from beginning to end, not by our own works or attempts at being 
approved by God, but by faith alone in the perfect and all sufficient work 
of Christ on our behalf, faith itself being the free gift of God!  While many 
people join our church without knowing or affirming all the teachings 
contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith, our church, when 
acting and speaking corporately, seeks to be in accord with the 

Westminster Standards.  
 
 



CPC Compared 
 A History of “saying so…” 
 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord say so…   
Ps.107:2 

 

�  A Confessing history of Israel-- see Dt.6:4-9, 26:5-9 

�  Peter’s Confession—see Mt.16:13-18 

�  Perhaps the earliest and briefest Christian confession—1 
Cor.12:3, “Jesus is Lord.”  

�  Early Apostolic “statements”—Rom.1:3-4, 1Cor.15:3-4, 
1Tim.3:16 

�  A call to confess—Rom.10:9, 1 Cor.11:2, 12:3, Jude 3, 
2Thess.2:15 

 



Our Family Tree 
�  1st Century: Cornerstone of Christ Upon The Foundation of the Apostles 

(Eph.2:20) 
 
�  5th Century: Augustine vs. Pelagius 

�  Pelagianism rejected at Synod of Carthage in A.D. 418. 
�  It was again rejected at Council of Ephesus in A.D. 431.  
 

�  Late 15-16th Century: Luther/Calvin vs. Rome 
�  Martin Luther (1484-1546)  
�  John Calvin (1509-1564) Institutes of Christian Religion 
�  Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1575), Theodore Beza (1519-1605) and John 

Knox (1514-1572) 
 

�  Late 16th Century: Calvinism vs. Arminianism  
�  Synod of Dort in A.D. 1618-1619 

 



Reformed Confessions 
The Scots Confession (1560)—approved by Reformation 

Parliament and Church of Scotland, attaining full legal 
status with the departure of Mary, Queen of Scots in 1567. 

The Genevan Confession (1536)—together with a translation of 
Calvin’s Catechism (1541) 

The Second Helvetic Confession (1561) and approved by 
General Assembly in 1566 in the Reformed Scottish Church. 

Heidelberg Catechism (1563) 
Westminster Confession (1646)  
Helvetic Consensus Formula (1675 A.D.)  



An Historic Summary of the �
Reformed Distinctives�
(Five Points of Calvinism)  

Synod of Dort ( A.D. 1618-1619) 
 

T.U.L.I.P 
 

1.  T otal Depravity- Everyone sins in the total person, not that 
everyone sins totally.There is common grace. 

2.  U nconditional Election- Our restorations begins with God’s 
free, unconditional grace applied by God’s choosing.  

3.  L imited Atonement- Not everyone is saved  

4.  I rresistible Grace- Faith is a free gift of God’s grace as granted 
through regeneration.  

5.  P erseverance of Saints- God will never let go of those who 
belong to him.  



T.U.L.I.P REVISITED�
F.A.I.T.H 
1.  F allen Humanity- 

Rom.1:18ff, Rom.5:12ff, Rom.3:23ff, Eph.2:1  

2.  A dopted by God- 
Eph. 1:3-12, John 6:35-40, Acts. 13:48 

3.  I ntentional Atonement-  
Rom. 3:23-26,  Heb. 5:4, Heb. 5:5, John 5:22, John 5:27, Matt. 28:18 

4.  T ransformed by Holy Spirit- 
1Cor. 2:14, Rom. 5:5, Acts 16:14, Eph. 2:8 

5.  H eld by God- 
Rom. 8: 35-39, Philip. 1:6, 1Pet.1:3-5, John 10:24-30 
 
 
 



Compared to Other Christian Families 

Along with West vs. East?? 
ü  Word/cognitive based spirituality vs. “image” based spirituality 
 
ü Original sin as per rebellion against God vs. original fall in that we “lost our way”  

o Therefore, a higher view of sin which requires a more radical and fundamental correction  
•  Difference between our loosing fellowship with God vs. never really having  it and lost our way toward getting it.  

ü  Grace through  Penal Substitution (as a free unmerited atonement from sin by the historic work of 
Christ and received by faith alone)  (vs. “theosis” as per becoming like God. )   

Along with East vs. West??  
ü Grace Mystical union in order to be complete in Christ (vs. forensic only)  
 
ü A temple/communal spirituality   



Compared to Other Christian Families 

Protestant vs. Catholic (The 5 Sola’s) 
ü Sola Scriptura: Christ speaking through Scripture as our only rule for faith and 

practice.  (vs. Christ in scripture AND  church (ecumenical councils) 
ü  Sola Fide:  Justificaiton by faith alone vs. faith plus sacraments/works… Only 

by God's grace through faith aloneare we saved (even as true faith is never 
alone), not be any works of our own. vs. Grace through the effectual 
application of it by the sacraments (baptism, mass, penance, etc) and good 
works until we are perfectly sanctified, at which time we are justified… thus 
the need for pergatory, etc.  

ü Sola Gracia—salvation, from beginning to end, is entirely God’s work vs. 
salvation required human cooperation 

ü Sola Cristus--  Christ alone is the priest of all believers: Our access to God is 
through Christ alone as the only redeemer of God's people.    (vs.a human 
succession of the priesthood) 

ü Sola Deo Gloria—To God alone is all glory honor and power… Church is a 
“means” of grace vs. “agent” of grace 

 



Compared to Other Christian 
Families 

Classic Protestant vs. Modernist Protestant  
ü Miracles: We do believe in an "open system" universe such that salvation is 

rooted in miraculous works of redemption in history.  Among other things:  
�  a. Historic resurrection of Christ 
�  b. Historical Miracles  
�  c. Historic miraculous conception wherein Christ is both divine and human  

ü Infallibility and Inerrancy of Scriptures vs. Modern criticism   

ü Supernatural Conversion vs. Moralism: Personal  and super-natural Conversion 
through repentance and Faith by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit (one 
must be “born again”, even if gradually over time or “abruptly.) 

ü Atonement Gospel vs. Social Gospel 

ü Exclusivity of Christ vs. Universality of All Religions 

 



Compared to Other Christian Families 

Evangelical Reformed vs. Evangelical Armenian/Pelagian 
 

ü  Salvation by sovereign grace of God vs. God’s grace and human 
cooperation:   
ü  Logical order of salvation events: Election, effectual calling (regeneration), conversion 

(repentance and faith), Justification, adoption, sanctification, assurance, perseverance, 
glorification.   

ü  Predestination Vs. Foreknowledge as to human cooperation…  

 

ü  Confessional Driven vs. Strategy Driven- 
ü  Para-church church vs. Denominational Church-- may vary on Philosophy of Ministry as 

per different gifts  and target ministry, will agree on beliefs… vs. other way around…  
ü  Stress Inter-denominational cooperation vs. Non-denominational cooperation (See Para-

church position paper)  



Compared to Other Christian Families 

Sacramentalist vs. Memorialist (Presbyterian/Episcopalian/
Methodist/Congregationalist vs. Baptist/Community/”Bible”)  

 

ü Mediatorial Body of Christ vs. Association of Believers 
ü  Church is ‘Christology Applied” (prophet, priest, king) 

ü An Apostolic succession (ordination) vs. Authorization 

ü Sacramental Gospel vs. Rationalistic gospel  

ü Covenant Theology vs. Individual Theology  



Compared to Other Christian Families 

Presbyterian vs. …  
ü Connectional vs. Independent (associational-Bap.Cong.)

 The organic concept of the church that appears in the New Testament… presents a more theological, Christ-
centered, spiritual view of the church as defined not by one earthly hierarchial center nor by many earthly 
congregational centers, but by a heavenly center that requires multiform earthly manifestations.  Earthly 
assemblies do not define but manifest the nature and the center of the church.   

Edmund  Clowney

ü Representative vs. Hierarchial (Prelacy/Episcopal) 

 
ü Representative  vs. Congregationism 



Compared to Other Christian Families 

While Church Distinctives ARE  important… 
 WCF 25.3. Unto this catholic visible Church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and 
ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of the 
world: and doth, by His own presence and Spirit, according to His promise, make them 
effectual thereunto. 

 

Church Distinctives ARE  NOT the Fundamental Basis for Christian 
Fellowship-- thus an “ecumenical” Table! 

 WCF 25.4. This catholic Church hath been sometimes more, sometimes less visible. And 
particular Churches, which are members thereof, are more or less pure, according as the 
doctrine of the Gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances administered, and public worship 
performed more or less purely in them.  

 WCF 25.5. The purest Churches under heaven are subject both to mixture and error; and some 
have so degenerated as to become no Churches of Christ…  Nevertheless, there shall be always 
a Church on earth to worship God according to His will.  

 



Worship



 High Church or ���
Temple- Presence Spirituality” 

 
In the Old Covenant, Salvation Was Transacted by God’s Mediatorial (Temple) Presence. 

Salvation History in the Old Testament was accomplished with such words as dwelling place and 
tabernacle, even as covenants were initiated and sealed through rites whereby God manifested his 
saving, albeit mediated,  PRESENCE to his people. (Cf. Gen. 15; 26:24; Exod. 29:42; Deut. 12:5; Lev. 
22:3; Ps.76.2; Num. 35:34) GOD IN THE MIDST OF US (Ps 49), was the single most coveted 
reality, even as “excommunication” was the most feared curse (Gen.3)

In the New Covenant under the ascended ministry of Chris, Salvation t is ALSO Transacted  by 
God’s Mediatorial (Temple) Presence by the Holy Spirit acting in/with/through the “body of 
Christ” the Church.  
The Gospel according to Paul is not a transition from temple presence  to “no temple presence.” 
Rather Christ is introduced as God “tabernacled” with us, even as Christ’s ascension ministry is 
defined by Christ “filling all in all” vis-à-vis that temple built upon the apostolic foundation with 
Christ as the cornerstone (Eph. 2:11ff).  Likewise, Paul’s described salvation with the promise I will 
dwell with them” (2 Cor. 6:16) just as under the Old Covenant.  And lest this “dwelling” be confused 
with a private experience, Paul, in 1Cor 3,  dares to assert Do you not know that you (plural) are God’s 
temple and that Gods Spirit dwells in you (plural)?  Therefore, throughout the New Covenant, words like 
“temple” and “tabernacle” and “dwelling place” describe God’s saving presence as pertaining to the 
“household of God” or “the church of the living God.”  (c.f. Eph. 2:18-22, Rev. 21:3)



Sacramental Spirituality  
 Worship is a participation in the sacramental presence 

of God, wherein it can be said with John Calvin that
 

“no extent of space interferes with the boundless 
energy of the Spirit which transfuses life into us 

from the flesh of Christ.” 

◦  The sacramental centered church celebrates the 
transcendent and mysterious in Christian faith.  

◦  The sacrament centered church will emphasis a temple 
philosophy of ministry. (c.f. Acts 2:43ff)  

◦  The sacramental centered church will live, serve and 
worship as the liturgical amen to the life of Christ on our 
behalf.  We are assured therefore not only of our ultimate 
salvation, but of God’s favor now-- our works are being 
completed by Christ’s work NOW in his ascended state in 
sacramental union with us.  (Henry Scougal’s, “the life of 
God in the soul of man... that we might become partakers 
of the divine nature. c.f. 2Peter 1:4) 

◦  The sacramental centered church emphasis the 
communal and sacramental dynamic of conversion vs. 
merely the individual, as to repent and be baptized for the 
forgiveness of sins (Act 2:38ff) 



Sacramental Worship: 
v  Where corporate worship is set apart from all other Christian 

events by the mediated presence of God “ in our midst” through 
the weekly ministry of word, sacrament and fellowship. 

v  The two beat rhythm of God's approach to us that meets with 
and evokes a reacting offering of ourselves to him seems basic to 
the Christian view of worship.   

 
v  a faithful human response to Divine revelation set into a 

dialogical pattern for the glory of God resulting in the continuing 
salvation of God’s people.  

Ralph Martin 
 

    Four Dialogical Movements  
(From transcendence to immanence to transcendence) 

 
Adoration and Praise 

Confession and Absolution 
Word, Sacrament and Fellowship 

Divine Coronation and Benediction 



 Four Dialogical Movements  
(From transcendence to immanence 
to transcendence) 
  

�  Movement of Rediscovering God’s glory and rightful 
claim over our lives through Invocation and praise. 

�  Movement of Reapplying God’s grace and forgiveness 
through confession of sin and absolution. 

�  Movement of Renewal in the mediated Word become 
flesh through a priestly sermon (see below) leading to 
a reaffirmation of faith and celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper.     

�  Movement of Recommitment to Christ’s lordship 
(coronation) and the final blessing of receiving our 
king and savior’s Benediction (a covenant blessing, not 
to be confused with a commissioning or even 
doxology).    



Four Dialogical Movements 

 

Movement of Praise and Adoration 
 

�  Call to Worship 
� Doxology 
� Hymns/Songs of Praise 
�  Prayer of Praise and Invocation 

 
praise is the gateway to God’s presence

 Hughes Old 

From Transcendence to Immanence  to Transcendence

Sacramental Worship



 
From Transcendence to Immanence  to Transcendence 
 

Movement of Confession and Absolution 
�  Reading of the Law of God 
�  Confession of Sin 
�  Assurance and Absolution 
�  Entrance Sacrament of Baptism  
�  Pastoral Prayers 
�  Hymns/Songs of Thanksgiving 
 

 as true knowledge of God leads to a true knowledge of ourselves.
Terry Johnson

As a consequence, we must infer that man is never sufficiently touched 
and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared 
himself with God’s majesty.”  

John Calvin, Institutes 



 From Transcendence to Immanence  to 
Transcendence 

 

Movement in Word and Sacrament: 
“the mediatorial means of grace” 

�  Reading from Scripture 
�  Prayer for Illumination 
�  Expositional Sermon 
�  Renewed Faith in Christ 
�  Renewed Trust and Giving of ourselves To Christ 
�  Sacrament of Lord’s Supper and Spiritual Confirmation and 

Sealing into Gods’ Salvation (weekly) 
 

 It is not merely a re-enactment or remembrance of God’s work for our 
salvation. It is God present as mediated through his word and sacrament so as 
to transact his covenant to those who are being saved.  



The Sacramental Word 
The Word of God was also the spoken 
word, so that the preaching of the gospel 
is a sacramental event, a means of grace. 
As Heinrich Bullinger put it boldly in the 
Second Helvetic Confession (1566): "The 
preaching of the Word of God is the Word 
of God."’  
 

Timothy George. Reading Scripture with the 
Reformers  

(Kindle Locations 112-114) 



From Transcendence to Immanence  to 
Transcendence 

Movement of Divine Coronation and 
Benediction

�  Hymn of Coronation and Praise 
�  Prayer of Coronation, Praise and Thanksgiving 
�  Gloria Patri 
�  Benediction: The final Word is God’s, and it is the 

promise of blessing, not curse, upon those being 
saved!  

 

 every creature which is in heaven and earth and under the earth… said, 
Blessing and honor and glory and power to Him who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb forever and ever!   

Rev. 5:12-13 



Sacramental Worship�
Principles…  
 

#1: The Sacramental Principle 
 Corporate worship is set apart from all 
other Christian events by the mediated 
presence of God “ in our midst” through 
the ministry of word, sacrament and 
prayers. The whole service is within the 
shadow of koinonia as climaxed in the 
weekly Lord’s Supper.  

 
 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a 
sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that 
we break, is it not a sharing in the body of 
Christ?    

1 Cor.16-17 



Sacramental Worship 

#2: The Regulative Principle 
Elements 

 
 the acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted by 
Himself, and so limited by His own revealed will, that He may not 
be worshipped according to the imaginations and devices of men, or 
the suggestions of Satan, under any visible representation, or any 
other way not prescribed in the holy Scripture.   
  WCF 21.1 

 
4 Essential Elements: (Acts 2:42) 

�  Prayers (Spoken and Sung) 
�  Sacraments (Baptism-entrance, Lord's Supper- Renewal) 
�  Word (Apostolic) Read and Preached 
�  "Fellowship” (Collection and Mercy ) 



Sacramental Worship 

#3: The Directed Principle 
Forms 

 Nevertheless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to 
be necessary for  the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in 
the Word: and that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of 
God, and government of the church, common to human actions and 
societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian 
prudence, according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be 
observed.   WCF 1:6 

 
v Formalism-- Forms are regulated/Prescribed 
v Formlessism-- Forms are Unregulated/Disdained 
v Directed  but not prescribed-- Forms are Affirmed as generally  directed by 

Scripture and specifically applied locally  
 

  



Sacramental Worship 
#4: The Temple Vernacular Principle  

Blended Style 
 

 In so far as it is a work of the people in response to the work of 
God, there is a "vernacular" component to true, dialogical, nature 
of  worship.  In an increasingly multi-cultural context, there will 
necessarily be a multi-cultural vernacular and greater need for 
vernacular tolerance as driven by love. 

 
 Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil;   for the 

kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit.   For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and 
approved by men.   So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and 
the building up of one another.    

Romans 14:16-19 
 



Sacramental Worship 
#5:The MIssional Nature of Worship 

 
 Covenantal worship pertains to  BOTH covenant 
Initiation and renewal.  Whereas the service will want 
to target the “faith sympathies” granted by the Holy 
Spirit (vs. unbelieving sympathies)  this is not to be 
confused with targeting only “believers.”  A good service 
will speak to both the churched and unchurched, even 
as the elect consist of both believers and and “not 
yet believers” alike.    



Issues/Questions On Christian 
Worship? 

ü   
 
ü   
 
ü   
 
ü   
 
ü   
 


