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GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father
And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost

As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be

World without end, amen, amen.



Opening Offer
1. Which of you would complete a two page study 

guide homework assignment for $100?
2. Would you be interested in a Sunday studies class 

that would help you avoid laziness, become more 
productive, and happier?



What are we Teaching?
● Why should your child work hard at his or her 

studies?
● To do well in school. Why?
● To get a good job. Why?
● To earn a good living. Why?

● Not suffer hardship
● Prosper materially/live in comfort

● What vision of the “good life” are we reinforcing? 
What is the end/telos/goal of education?



Educating the Heart
● Education is less about the content a 

student is being taught and more about 
the ”loves” that are being cultivated in the 
heart.
1. Education is first and foremost not about 

what we know but about what we love.



How do we teach children the Christian Faith?
● Knowledge of an outsider vs. Knowledge of an Insider
● How do we teach children how to find the Sunday school room?

○ What if we out listed direction of turns to make?

○ What if we gave them a map?



Locating Yourself
● Locating yourself in the Christian Story 

of God’s redemptive grace: Teaching 
history

● Symbols and rituals have “framing” 
power



How do we teach children the Christian Faith?
● ”What catches you short on some lonely evening of despair isn’t a 

doctrine that you remember or all those verses you memorized 
from the book of Romans. The creeps up on you is the 
inexplicable emergence of this image of the shepherd on the deep 
recesses of your imagination storehouse”

● Yes and No: We have a way of subjectively redefining habits and 
symbols. This, however, proves the point of how powerful they are.



How do we teach children the Christian Faith?
● We want them to have a deep understanding of the gospel that is 

a kind of know-how, a knowledge you carry in your bones.
● What does that type of knowledge look like contrasted with 

“outsider knowledge” that is simply cognative? 



● When we are terrified that our children will leave the faith, we 
wind up using methods that can do more harm than good.

● What does it look like to disciple our children out of fear?
● We try very hard to make church a place where they want to 

be.



● “You walk into a kind of loft space that combines various 
elements of an arcade, a coffee shop, a dance club, and a 
family rec room. This room is dripping with energy, and 
unrelenting sense of scripted happiness that is synonymous 
with being upbeat–even while trying to communicate that this 
is a place for young people can chill.” 

● “The cheery atmosphere then creates room for a hip young 
teacher to emerge with either a broadly moralistic message 
(don’t drink, don’t smoke, and above all, don’t have sex) or a 
generically therapeutic message (we’re just here to love on 
you) always communicated with the primary concern of not 
sounding boring.”



Two Problems with This Approach
1. We have stratified the one Body of Christ into generational 
segments, moving children and young people out of the ecclesial 
center of worship into effectively parachurch spaces…even if they are 
still officially in the church building.
2. We have turned youth ministry into an almost entirely expressivist 
affair: An emotive experience as a prelude to the dispensation of 
information, thirty minutes of stirring music followed by a thirty-minute 
message.



● What are we hoping to achieve? 
● “The whole point of keeping young people happy and stirred 

and emotionally engaged is so that we can still have an 
opportunity to deposit a “message” into their intellectual 
receptacles.”

● What assumptions are we making about Jesus?



You are what you worship
“They may be eager participants in all the entertaining events, but 
their participation is actually not forming their hearts and His 
kingdom as long as the default liturgies of such events are built on 
consumerist rituals and the rights of self-concern.”



● One of the best decisions we can make for the formation of our 
children is to enfold them in a congregation that is committed to 
historic Christian worship and multigenerational gathering.

● National Study on Youth and Religion: US teenagers who retain 
and grow in their faith: Most influential is their parents. Crucial 
second tier is non-familial adults who encourage them and speak 
into their lives



Framing Practices
● Orientations that articulate goals, expectations, and vision. 
● In sports: They have a disproportionate influence on the 

ethos of the team than instruction and practice.
● They send signals about why we are learning



Round-table Discussion
● How do we cultivate practices/liturgies that allow the gospel to be 

caught and not just learned?
● How can you be a positive example of faith and a godly encourager 

of youth?
● What can we do structurally in the church to better establish the 

non-familial influencing relationships?


