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WHAT STORY ARE YOU IN?
THE NARRATIVE ARC OF FORMATIVE CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

Recap of last week: “Christian worship is nothing less than an invitation to participate 
in the life of the Triune God. . . . God is both the subject and the object of our worship. 
The whole point of ‘liturgical lines and rituals’ is to create ‘a powerful environment of 
God-centeredness.’ Worship is not for me—it’s not primarily meant to be an experience 
that ‘meets my felt needs,’ nor should we reduce it to merely a pedagogy of desire 
(which would be just a more sophisticated pro me construal of worship); rather, worship 
is about and for God. To say that God is both subject and object is to emphasize that the 
Triune God is both the audience and the agent of worship: worship is to and for God, 
and God is active in worship in the Word and the sacraments.” (70)

What are we made for?
Jesus Christ! “To put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13.14) is to become what we are 
meant to be, from creation.

- “And how does that happen? By being regularly immersed in the drama of God 
in Christ reconciling the world to himself, which is precisely the point of 
Christian worship—to invite us into that story over and over again, ‘character-
izing’ us as we rehearse the gospel drama over and over. If our loves are 
liturgically formed—if learning to love takes practice—then we need to be sure 
that the practices of Christian worship reflect the plot of the gospel.”

Worship Restor(i)es Us
- “If we act toward what we long for, and if we long for what has captured our 

imagination, then re-formative Christian worship needs to capture our imagination, 
to meet us as aesthetic creatures who are moved more than we are convinced.” 

- “Antoine de Saint-Exupery captures this well: ‘If you want to build a ship, don’t 
drum up people to collect wood and don’t assign them tasks and work, but 
rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.’” (91).



- To show, don’t tell, to produce an imaginative experience, to cultivate a sense of 
plausibility - convincing us that this could be: “the biblical vision of shalom—of a 
world where the Lamb is our light, where swords are beaten into plowshares, 
where abundance is enjoyed by all, where people from every tribe and tongue 
and nation sing the same song of praise, where justice rolls down like waters and 
righteousness like an everlasting stream—is the vision that should be enacted in 
Christian worship. And that vision will captivate us, not just because we ‘know’ 
it’s what God wants, but because the tangible practices of Christian worship 
paint the picture, as it were—in the metaphors of the biblical story, the poetics of 
the Psalms, the meter of hymns and choruses, the tangible elements of bread and 
wine, the visions painted in stained glass—all of which works on our 
imaginations, teaching us to want.” (93).

With this framework, discuss specifics of Christian worship:
- What does a “Call to Worship” at the beginning of the service imply about what’s 

about to happen? Who’s doing the “calling” and why?
- Does Confession of Sin get repetitive doing it every week? Why or why not? 

Should it be repetitive?
- Why do you think we read the Word on its own, before the sermon? What does 

that imply?
- The format of the Lord’s Supper and how it is done like no other “meal” we have - 

what does the format itself communicate? 
- Is it important that we end by standing in song and then receiving a benediction? 

Why?
- Pick out 1-2 parts of worship to consider this week, and how it is “rehabituating” 

you into some purpose other than what the culture is teaching us.
- Consider the picture God is painting every Sunday!


