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Main Point:  
When we lean on God’s strength in our weakness, there is where we find true strength. 

Study Introduction 
We will be zeroing in through this study on where we feel God is leading our church to impact 
the people around us, which in turn impacts the city, and through it, the world as we seek to 
make disciples in our local context. Those disciples are then sent through God’s ordained plan in 
their lives to other places of influence to have that same Gospel impact when they make disciples 
there. 

Scriptures to Study 
• 2 Corinthians 1:8–9 – [8] For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the 

affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength 
that we despaired of life itself. [9] Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of 
death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 
(ESV) 

• 2 Corinthians 2:14 – [14] But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in 
triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere. (ESV) 

• 2 Corinthians 4:7–12 – [7] But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. [8] We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; [9] persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; [10] always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. [11] For we who live are always being 
given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. [12] So death is at work in us, but life in you. (ESV) 

• 2 Corinthians 6:4–10 – [4] but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: 
by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, [5] beatings, imprisonments, 
riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; [6] by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the 
Holy Spirit, genuine love; [7] by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; [8] through honor and 
dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; [9] as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not 
killed; [10] as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, yet possessing everything. (ESV) 

• 2 Corinthians 10:17 – [17] “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (ESV) 
• 2 Corinthians 11:30 – 30] If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my 

weakness. (ESV) 
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Study Questions 
These questions will help us identify where the Lord is calling us to trust in his power and 
strength while faced with our weakness. 
1. Paul’s weaknesses are glaring at him in the first few Scriptures above, and they are 

specifically related to his Gospel ministry. In what ways do you feel weak to speak Gospel 
truths to those around you? This may include your spouse, children, close friends, family 
members, co-workers, etc. Where do you feel your weakness in Gospel Ministry? 

2. What is Paul’s conclusion from these weaknesses? 
1. Who is sufficient for these things?! No one is sufficient for these things. No one is 

sufficient to raise people form the dead, and impart spiritual life, and therefore, we 
certainly aren’t. 

3. In each of those Scriptures, where does Paul find strength and Solace? 
1. Answer: In God who raises people from the dead. That the life of Jesus is carried in our 

bodies. He is the source of strength for us in the face of our lack of strength to speak the 
Gospel to those around us. 

4. In chapter six, what is the function of the weaknesses of Paul and others seeking to speak the 
Gospel? 
1. They commend their calling and ministry. What weaknesses are you seeking to 

overcome that may in fact commend your work for Christ? 
5. What can it look like to boast in the Lord, and in the things that expose our weaknesses? 

Application 
Turn to 2 Corinthians 12 
1. What kind of things is Paul this passage? What does it look like for us today? 
2. Why can Paul boast in his weakness according to 2 Cor 12:1-10? 
3. What does it look like to boast in our weakness today? 
4. What does it look like to be “content” in our weaknesses today? 

Prayer 

• What are some specific areas we can pray for each other today for our weaknesses? 


