
Session 2 - Family 

We’re called to follow Jesus as disciples together with other members of Jesus’ 
family  
 
When Jesus calls us to follow Him he doesn’t call us to follow Him alone. Our identity as 
disciples of Jesus requires our identity as a family. Jesus didn’t simply call people to follow Him, 
He called people to follow Him together.  
 
There are many word pictures of the church in the New Testament that speak to the reality and 
nature of the church: we are the bride of Christ and beloved by God (Ephesians 5:22-32), we 
are the temple of God and the place God uniquely dwells (1 Peter 2:4-5), we are the body of 
Christ (1 Cor 12:12) and members of one another with Christ as our head. Each helps inform 
our understanding of what it means to follow Jesus with others. But in this session, we’re going 
to focus on one key word picture that describes our relationship with one another: family.  
 
Ephesians 2:19 says "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God." Once we had no ties or 
relationship with one another, in fact there was hostility. But in Christ we’ve been brought in and 
adopted by God and that makes us members of Jesus’ family.  
 
1. Why do we long for family?  

a) We long for family because God has created that longing!  

We see this in Genesis 1-2. God said “Let us make man in our image” -- That was an internal 
conversation among the Trinity. So there was a community in the Godhead. Then when God 
makes humanity He makes them live in a community -- not fully reflecting Him but truly reflecting 
that community. God tells Adam it is not good for him to be alone without other humans. That’s 
not just about marriage, it’s also about community. It’s not good for any human being to be 
totally alone. God creates us to live in community as a reflection of His community.  
 
b) We long for a family because sin has broken this  

When sin comes in it separates humanity from God, breaking that vertical relationship. It also 
separates Adam from his wife as they blame each other. It separates one brother from another 
and one kills the other. This continues through families and cities and nations. This is why we 
simultaneously have deep longings for the community, we have a deep longing to belong, but 
we also find some of the deepest wounds in the places of community.  
 
2. How do we become a renewed family?  

That’s why Jesus’ coming is such good news. Ephesians 2 ties together the horizontal conflict 
between us and one another, with the vertical conflict with us and God. Now, in this case, it's 
Jews vs. Gentiles, which is possibly the most extreme separation possible: it’s ethnic, it’s 
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national, it’s cultural, it’s religious. While there are specific nuances to that conflict, the core 
principles hold for any conflict among humanity.  
 
Ephesians 2:11–22 "Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit." (ESV) 
 
a) We are reconciled to God (and one another) 

God does something amazing according to Ephesians 2--He reconciles us to God. Jesus died in 
our place for our sins so that we would not be condemned. But it goes further. Not only does the 
judge not condemn us, but He also comes off the bench and embraces us. He reconciles us to 
Himself.  
 
But that reconciliation extends not just to God but to one another. His purpose is to “make one 
new man in the place of the two, so making peace” (15). Not separate but together in Christ. 
How? Because He reconciles us “both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility” (16). Our sins against God and one another are nailed to the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. We were both brought near to God, but coming near to God means coming near to one 
another.  
 
b) We are adopted by God (and brothers and sisters to one another)  

Verse 19 says "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God." Those pictures are powerful. You get a new 
passport, you are part of a renewed country. You also get a new family.  
 
This is even clearer in Galatians 4:5-6 where it says Jesus came “to redeem those who were 
under the law so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” It is incredible and unbelievable 
that the God we cut ourselves off from and sinned against is the God who saves us and invites 
us to call Him Father.  
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But this also changes our relationship to one another. When you gain a Father you gain a 
family. That’s why in the New Testament one of the most common words used to refer to 
believers is “the brothers” (which actually means brothers and sisters in Greek).  
 
c) We have a purpose in Christ (a purpose together)  

The metaphor then changes in verses 20 and 21, when Paul writes, "Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord." So you are not saved to stand still, you’re saved for a purpose. God is building 
something. The Apostle Peter calls Christians “living stones” who are being built together. 
According to this passage, God has a plan for your life as a part of His greater plan for the 
church. You can’t separate one from the other.  
 
d) We are empowered by God’s presence (and empowered together)  

“In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (Eph 2:22). 
The power to build this is the Spirit of God. Remember that Spirit of God sent into our hearts in 
Galatians 4 to help us experience that Abba Father relationship? That Spirit is doing something 
in us, He’s building us together for a purpose. There is no church without the power of the Spirit. 
If you love Jesus then you’re part of this.  
 
3. What does it mean to be a family?  

a) Family means identity 

Our very identity changes. The very word “church” is plural. “Ekklesia”, the word for “church”, 
literally means “the assembly.” In the New Testament, there are no Christians who are not part 
of churches. To be a Christian means to be united with Christ and to be united with Christ 
means to be united to a church.  
 
b) Family means love  

Our identity as a family means first that we love one another. Jesus told his disciples in John 
13:34–35: "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this, all people will know that you are my disciples if 
you have love for one another.” If we have been loved by God we will love others whom God 
loves. And notice that in this context love is not just a feeling. It’s an active verb, it means to 
take loving action.  
 
c) Family means commitment 

One example of this is found in Hebrews 10:24–25, "And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near." I’m actually 
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encouraged that even in the New Testament era people needed some encouragement not to 
just ghost their church or community group.  
 
d) Family means hospitality  

1 Peter 4:9 says, “Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.” Biblically hospitality in the 
Old Testament meant to take in strangers who were traveling and giving them food and clothing 
and protection. Hospitality means to take people from being strangers to being treated as part of 
your family. The church is encouraged: those who are strangers to you, bring them into your life 
and make them family in Christ.  
 
e) Family means peacemaking 

Ephesians 4:2 calls Christians to live with one another “with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” In the family of God, we still deal with sin, with differences of opinion, with 
communication problems. But being part of the family of God means a commitment to 
peacemaking and living at peace with one another. When there is an issue, work hard to resolve 
it in love. We are encouraged: “Be eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit…” We don’t create 
unity--God creates unity. But He calls us to be eager, ready, willing, leaning forward, to maintain 
the unity He has accomplished.  
 
f) Family means we’re gifted to serve each other  

1 Corinthians 12:4–7 says, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.” Not every person in every family is good at every household task, and not 
everyone in the church family is good at every task in the church. But each and every person 
does have a part to play and a gift to serve others. There are no ungifted Christians. And 
similarly...you need others because you don’t have all the gifts.  
 
g) Family means partnership  

Philippians 1:3–5 says, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer 
of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now.” That word “partnership” actually suggests a business partnership. Years 
ago my grandfather started a business with two other men and they each committed some of 
the startup money, some of the responsibility, and some of the work. If the business worked 
they all prospered, but if any one partner didn’t come through, the whole venture failed.  
 
God gives each person gifts and money and resources (they’re all His!). Then God calls His 
people to partner together in every sense in order to advance the gospel and make disciples. 
That’s the best venture in the world! There’s ample evidence in the New Testament that 
disciples gave to the local church so that needs could be met, so that pastors could be paid, so 
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that gospel mission would advance beyond them. We are called to cheerfully sow our resources 
into gospel work that we might reap a harvest of gospel work (2 Cor 9:6-7). 
 
h) Family means some structure 

Just as each family has some rules, just as each family has mortgage paperwork, birth 
certificates and legal guardianship...the church family does have to have structure. The New 
Testament is clear that Christ is the head of the church and leads the church. But the practical 
governance of the church is done by a plurality of church elders who are biblically qualified and 
congregationally affirmed. Ministry leaders, deacons, group leaders and others will have specific 
roles. Each member of the body of Christ is gifted, but biblical church governance is necessary 
to help the church run well.  
 
 
Homework // What gifts has God given you? 

This week we want to encourage you to identify your spiritual gifts using the handout. 
How has God made you and gifted you? What abilities can you use to care for others 
in the church and invest into gospel work? Take some time to pray, look through the 
handout, and reflect.   
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