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Intro: Why care about theology?  
 
Everyone is a theologian // A.W. Tozer said famously, “What comes into our minds when we 
think about God is the most important thing about us.” What we believe about God affects every 
part of our life. Do we believe God will judge us according to some moral standard? Do we 
believe we have purpose or are random? At Cross of Grace we’re not trying to help people 
become theologians--they already are. Each person has beliefs about God. We want to help 
people become good theologians.  
 
Theology is for worship // J.I. Packer famously said “Theology is for doxology.” Studying God 
(theology) should lead to praising God (doxology). The more we learn about God the more we 
see the beauty and glory and majesty of what God has made. One of the results of devotion to 
the Apostles teaching in Acts 2 is that “awe came upon every soul” in verse 43. Understanding 
theology rightly produces awe and worship. After Romans 9-11 -- one of the most theologically 
intricate sections of the whole Bible -- the Apostle Paul ends the section shouting in praise in 
Romans 11:34-36 “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!... For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”  
 
Theology is for life // We must have and understand faith rightly if we are to live rightly. In 
Matthew 28 Jesus commissions us to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them...teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” Jesus calls His followers to 
teach others what He has taught them - about God, about humanity, about salvation. That 
theological foundation is meant to shape how they live. In Acts 2:37 the people hearing Peter’s 
sermon are “cut to the heart” and cry out “what must we do?” They believe something, it affects 
their heart, and it leads to a change in action.  
 
On Doctrine, Unity, and Difference 
 
Some in our day seek to avoid doctrinal or theological distinctions, believing that “doctrine 
divides.” But as we’ve seen, every Christian is a theologian, every Christian believes things 
about God and the world, the question is whether those beliefs are clear and accurate. We 
believe that doctrine clarifies and therefore actually leads to greater unity. We would rather seek 
to help people think biblically and well than not talk about doctrine. We want people rooted and 
grounded in Scriptural conviction.  
 

 



 

We consider the following tenets of theology to be essential and required for orthodox 
Christianity:  
 
Bible // We believe that the Bible is the inspired, inerrant word of God. We believe that these 
words are God’s words. Our task isn’t reinventing the Bible’s teaching for each new generation, 
our task is rediscovering the words of God for each new generation. 
 
Trinity // We believe that God is one God in three persons. When Jesus was baptized we see 
the Son, hear the Father’s voice, and the Spirit comes and rests on Jesus. We are then 
commanded to baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit (Matt 28:19). Even in Peter’s 
sermon in Acts 2 we see that God the Father sends God the Son Jesus and then that they send 
the Spirit.  
 
Gospel // God is the judge, we are sinners, and we need salvation. Jesus makes possible our 
salvation through his sacrificial death on the cross. This message of Jesus' life, death and 
resurrection is of “first importance” (1 Cor 15). It’s of first importance in our theology. It’s also of 
first importance in our lives.  
 

“Here is what I understand the good news to be: the good news is that the one and only God, 
who is holy, made us in his image to know him. But we sinned and cut ourselves off from 
him. In his great love, God became a man in Jesus, lived a perfect life, and died on the 
cross, thus fulfilling the law himself and taking on himself the punishment for the sins of all 
those who would ever turn and trust in him. He rose again from the dead, showing that God 
accepted Christ’s sacrifice and that God’s wrath against us had been exhausted. He now 
calls us to repent of our sins and to trust in Christ alone for our forgiveness. If we repent of 
our sins and trust in Christ, we are born again into a new life, an eternal life with God. Now 
that is good news.” - Mark Dever 

 
Faith // Salvation comes through faith in Jesus. It is not through works or human effort that we 
can achieve salvation. Indeed it is “by grace you have been saved through faith” (Eph 2:8-9). 
Faith involves an agreement with the truths of the gospel as well as a placing of faith wholly in 
Christ for salvation and life. Faith results in us declaring “Jesus is my Savior” as well as “Jesus 
is my Lord.”  
 
Distinctive Beliefs 
 
We recognize that Christians can in good conscience differ from one another and still partner in 
the gospel. We thank God for brothers and sisters who differ from us and want to pray for them 
and support them as fellow Christians. We are grateful for such brothers and sisters and look 
forward to the day we are together in heaven with them.  
 
We are also convinced by Scripture of certain theological distinctives and will teach and counsel 
from that perspective in our church. We believe it’s wise and helpful to have a clear articulation 

 



 

of what we believe above some important Scriptural topics. As we’ve said, we all have a 
theology, whether or not it is clear and thought-out. We want our theological convictions to 
share our life as a church. These are some of our doctrinal distinctives as a church: 
 
Reformed // We believe in God’s sovereignty over all things including salvation. 
 
We are committed to emphasizing God’s unique saving work in calling us and causing our 
hearts to respond, as well as the end of salvation being the glory of God. Scripture says clearly, 
“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In 
love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One 
he loves” (Eph 1:4-6). This action by God in eternity past is sometimes called “election.” This 
choosing led to God calling us and drawing us to Himself: “No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him” (John 6:44). When we had nothing to attract God to us, He 
chose us. When we could not come to Him, indeed when we would not come to Hm because of 
our sin (Romans 3), He drew us to Himself.  
 
Continuationist // We believe that the Holy Spirit empowers Christians for ministry and that all 
the gifts seen in Scripture are available today.  
 
God has given many and varied gifts to the church. These include seemingly “normal” gifts like 
administration and service (Rom 12:7), and the more unique gifts like tongues and prophecy (1 
Cor 12:8-11). We believe that all the gifts described in the New Testament can be given by God 
today. We also believe that any spiritual gifts must be governed by the infallible word of God, 
that they should build up the body and advance the gospel, and that they should never become 
a distraction from everything else God has commanded us. We also believe that these gifts are 
vital and important for the church to fulfill its mission and therefore want to earnestly desire them 
and ask for them.  
 
Complementarian // We believe that God has designed men and women with intentional 
difference to display His image and this has implications for the home and church. 
 
We affirm the dignity and design of men and women as equal in value, and complementary in 
role. Every single human being is an equal image-bearer of God and full of dignity, value, and 
worth. We believe that receiving and celebrating God’s design leads to the flourishing of the 
family and the church.  We believe that Scripture teaches that in marriage men and women 
have equal value but differing roles.  
 

● Husbands: According to Scripture, men bear the responsibility to lead through sacrificial 
servanthood in marriage (1 Cor 11:3). In Ephesians 5 men are commanded to love their 
wives as “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” So while men have 
responsibility to be spiritual leaders of their families, their leadership is exercised in 
self-giving love for their wife. 

 



 

● Wives: In Genesis 2 God calls Eve to be a “helper” to Adam—a word which means 
someone who brings strength to where it is lacking. Rather than being domineering, or 
being passive, wives are to come alongside and help their husbands, bringing strength 
to areas where they need strength and helping the family flourish.  

 
Additionally, in our church we affirm the vital ministry of women—they are gifted and called and 
equipped for this service. At Cross of Grace both men and women may be called as deacons 
and set before the church as lead servants (1 Timothy 3). We also affirm that eldership in the 
church must be male in light of Scriptural teaching (1 Timothy 2:12-14, 1 Timothy 3:1-7).  
 
Sexual Orthodoxy // We believe that the same God who gave the gift of sexuality has a specific 
design in how that sexuality should be expressed for His glory. 
 
We affirm that God designed sexuality to be a beautiful and good gift -- there’s a whole book 
called Song of Solomon about how good a gift this is. However, God also set out boundaries for 
sexuality, that it is meant to be expressed in the context of a one man- one woman marriage 
relationship. Why? Because as God says in Ephesians 5 it’s meant to carry the mystery of 
Christ and the Church, to be a picture of the Gospel.  
 
Baptistic // We believe that believers should choose to be baptized as an outward symbol of an 
inward spiritual reality.  
 
It seems clear to us that the command to be baptized was given to people who understand what 
it meant and were choosing to follow Jesus (Acts 2). Therefore we do not practice infant 
baptism. We believe that baptism is a clear act of someone declaring that they are following 
Jesus. We regularly as a church practice baptism during our Sunday services. 

 
What if we differ from one another? If you see an area of potential disagreement, we see an 
opportunity for a great conversation. Please talk to the pastor or leader facilitating this class or 
talk to a pastor or leader in your membership interview. We would love to understand where 
you’re coming from, help you understand where we’re coming from, and clarify our beliefs. If 
there are wide and significant differences, we may both decide that a believer could be better 
served by a church closer to their beliefs. However, there may also be times where someone 
has a theological conviction different from ours and still desires to be part of what God is doing 
at our church. In that case we would want them to be willing to explore the issue further with us, 
understand that our teaching falls in line with our theology, and ask that they not be disruptive 
within the church or actively subvert the teaching of the church. Most importantly, we would 
seek to emphasize and praise God for our common areas of belief in God and the Gospel, 
which unite all Christians.  
 

 


