
What's the purpose of Mark?  

Any good author writes with a purpose. They are intending to communicate a message 
through his writings. One of the many ways in which we can find what an author is intending to 
communicate is through the structure of what he is writing. Thankfully, Mark is a very good, 
intentional writer and provides for us a simple, yet clear central idea for his Gospel through the 
structure.   

"The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God." These words are the 
gateway to the gospel of Mark. As such, they give us a glimpse into the overall theme and 
purpose of the gospel of Mark, to present Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. These two 
themes (Jesus as the Christ, Jesus as the Son of God) provide the very general outline of the 
entire book. 

Chapters 1-8 build-up to the question of who Jesus is. In these fast-paced chapters, 
we see Jesus demonstrating his authority over demons, sickness, sin, and death. Wherever we 
have a person encountering Jesus in this section they leave transformed by the power and 
authority of Jesus. In all this, Mark is very intentional in asking the question: "who is this 
Jesus?", to the point where Jesus asks his disciples this very question in Mark 8, to which 
Peter answers: "You are the Christ" (8:29).  

From this point onward the gospel changes in tone and pace. Whereas the past section 
is filled with fast-paced action, with one event after another, the second part of the gospel of 
Mark slows down almost to a halt. Mark summarizes Jesus’ 3 years of ministry in his first eight 
chapters. However, starting in chapter nine, Mark takes his time and on the last eight chapters, 
Mark focuses on Jesus’ teaching during his last weeks before the cross.  

The second part of Mark (chapters 9-16) focuses on what does it mean that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. In his section, Jesus tells his disciples three times that he must suffer 
many things, die as his mission as the Messiah. Jesus is redefining the cultural understanding 
of what he, as the Christ, was sent to do. He would bring deliverance for His people as the 
suffering Son of God. It is through his suffering, death, and resurrection that people would be 
truly freed. This section culminates in the confession of a Roman centurion saying, as an 
eyewitness to Jesus suffering and death, "Truly this man was the Son of God."   

Since Jesus is the Suffering Servant,  his disciples should anticipate participating in his 
suffering. Every time Jesus foretells of his impending death, He pairs it with what it costs to be 
a disciple of Jesus. As such, Mark is focusing on this section on the reality that if Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, he is worthy to be followed even if it means that we would join with him 
in His suffering. 

Once we understand what Mark is trying to communicate in his Gospel, we will be able 
to pay closer attention to what he is trying to say. He is reminding us why is it that Jesus, as 
the Son of God, had to become a man and suffer on behalf of sinners like you and me. In order 
for Jesus, the Son of God, to be the Christ, the redeemer of our souls, He needed to be the 
suffering Son of God, who would carry upon Himself the guilt and penalty for our sins. 


