The m e: Works want the spotlight but we should employ faith.
Introd uction: We all crave the spotlight when it comes to being recognized. (recall
Pete’s illustration about Brian Regan’s wisdom teeth). We all face the temptation to
rely on our works to gain acceptance with God. There are three reasons from
Galatians 3 that explain why we should employ faith in those moments.
1 ] The f aith you b eg a n with is the only wa y to p roceed (3:1 -9 )
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Kids Corner
1) What makes me a
Christian?
2) Do the good things I do
make me a Christian?
3) When I do something
wrong does that mean
I’m not a Christian?

a. Paul rebukes the Galatians for moving away from the Gospel and interrogates
them by using 5 questions in the first five verses of Chapter 3.
b. He shows them how illogical it is for them to view their life in Christ as being the
result of keeping the law. They heard the message with faith, began their new life
by faith and are in fact suffering for it. And they continue to experience the Holy
Spirit by believing by faith.
c. What is faith? Heb. 11:1. What is hearing by faith? Believing what God says, not
looking back, and looking forward in Jesus Christ.
d. Like the Galatians are easily drawn to measure our acceptance by our works.
2 ] The fou ndation s actua lly point to fa ith (3 :10 -1 8)
a. The law becomes a curse to those who rely on it for acceptance. They cannot
share in the promised blessing of Abraham’s children but instead come under a
curse when they fall short of God’s demands (Rom 3:23). Redemption and right
relationship with God always come by faith in the atoning work of Christ.
b. The good news for us is that Jesus removed the curse of the law. There are no
offsetting penalties with God.
3 ] Even th e law wa s se rvin g th e pu rp oses of f aith (3 :1 9-2 9)
a. The Mosaic Law was a part of a temporary covenant never intended to last
forever. Now that Jesus is the true offspring of Abraham the law is no longer in
force.
b. The law acts as a guardian pointing out where we go wrong and pointing forward
to Jesus. The crucial difference is that life under the law is slavery, while life in
Christ is freedom through adoption into God’s family.
Que stions:
1] What does relying on works look like in your life? Be specific.
2] When am I tempted to feel like I’m not acceptable to God?
3] Do I see the stupidity of relying on my good works to gain God’s favor?
4] What would looking forward with eyes of faith look like in my life?
5] Can I see where God is teaching me to rely on Him?

