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The m e: As children of the promise we have an inheritance to protect.
Introd uction: The Galatians were not unlike King George in the movie “The King’s
Speech.” In King George’s early years he was subject to the impulses of a nanny who
mistreated him. The result was that his parents distanced themselves from their son.
The Galatians were in danger of becoming slaves and Paul was trying to warn them.

Message Info
Title:
Children of Promise
Speaker:
Peter Privitera
Date:
September 30, 2012
Scriptures:

1 ] W e a re childre n of p rom is e an d not s la ves (4 :1 -7 )
a . Before Christ (even though we were children of promise in God’s plan) we were
enslaved to the powers that are in the world. There was no choice but to follow its
dictates. In that setting, the law reigned as the rule of the righteousness of God
whether or not someone acknowledged it. That is still the case today.
o
If you have not trusted Jesus you are still enslaved
o

You may not know it but you are very much following the
commands of the elemental principles of this age

o

You cannot break out of it because you are enslaved

o

And the law very much stands over you and applies its curses

Galatians 4:1-31
2 ] W e m ove towa rd th e inher ita nce a nd not awa y from it (4 :8 -2 0)
a.
The law enslaves; the gospel frees. Once we are free we should not turn back.

Kids Corner
1) Do you ever feel like
God doesn’t love you
because you did
something bad?
2) Do you ever feel like
there are too many
rules to follow in order
to be a Christian?
3) Can you explain what
Jesus did for you on
the cross that makes
you a Christian?

3 ] W e re je ct s la very a nd d o not tolera te it (4 :21 -3 1)
a.
Slavery can be comfortable because it seems as if the standard is “do-able”,
but we must reject the law because the inheritance only comes to sons who are free.
Que stions:
1] Do I find myself comparing myself to others? Can I see how I am relying on my
own works to commend me when I do that?
2] Where does the compulsion to do good works come from in my life? What is
motivating me? Where do you need to exercise faith in God and what his word says
over feeling in your life?
3] Why is it that we are encouraged when Pete confesses his sin to us?
4] When your own heart tells you that you are not acceptable to God do you preach
the gospel to yourself? Explain what you mean by the gospel.
5] Does your heart (conscience) condemn you unjustly? How can you rely on the
promises of the gospel to be free?
6] Do you feel under compulsion to do good works? Where do you need to exercise
faith in God and what his word says over feeling in your life?

