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Wholly Given: Our Plan in His Hands
Proposition: God knows our tomorrow, which is why we can submit today.
1.

We don’t know our tomorrow (13-14)
a.
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b. Death is the ultimate reminder that we are not masters of our fate. We long for
the kind of security that only God can provide. Our lives are but a mist that
vanished in a moment. Only God can give us the security we long for.
2.

God holds our tomorrow in his hands (15-16)
a.

James 4:13-17
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Have you ever wished
so much for a special
event to happen that
you couldn’t bear the
thought of it being
cancelled? How did
you react when it was
cancelled?
If you could control
the future what you
what to do with it?
Do you believe that
only God knows the
future? Does that
make you feel angry or
safe?
Read Pro. 3:5-6 and
ask God to help you to
trust him for all your
ways.

Our personal plans make assumptions about the future that we cannot be
certain about. The Rich man in Luke 12 took comfort in his profits but could not
provide a way to insure that he would benefit from them.

Often our words reveal what we really believe about the future and who
controls the universe. We either believe that God rules everything and can
change anything at anytime, or we presume upon our own intelligence and
intuition. Words do mean something.

We must actively submit today (17)
a.

Failure to do the right thing is as equally serious as is willful disobedience. We
must remember to live our lives with God as our reference point. If we fail to
do this all our well-intended plans will prove to be arrogant efforts.

Questions:

1.

What are some ways that you think too highly of yourself or your abilities? Examine
your motives for the plans you make. Do you hold your plans with an appropriate sense
of God’s power over your tomorrows? What does it say about your view of God or your
view of yourself?

2.

How do you speak about the future? Functionally, how does verse 15 show itself in your
life and plans? When was that last time God interrupted your well-laid plans? What
lessons did you learn?

3.

Do you see evidence of arrogance, boasting, self-confidence, or pride in money in your
life? What area of your life would you say you are exercising the most control over?
Would your spouse or best friend agree with your assessment? How does James 4:1317 offer hope for you to change in this area?

