Theme: God is serious about his unchanging purposes and we must remain prepared to
fulfill our calling.
Introduction: God’s sense of timing is not like ours—he often takes much longer than we
would like or desire. The Israelites also faced this in the wilderness, and they were
tempted (and often succumbed) to unbelief and complaining. Yet God reminded them
that he is very serious about his word and his promises. He always fulfills his plans. He is
faithful, and he calls us to be faithful to him.

Message Info

Title:
Serious About Purpose
Speaker:
Peter Privitera
`t `\

Date:
June 10, 2018
Scriptures:
Joshua 1:1-18

Here are two ways to remain prepared to fulfill your calling:
1. Acknowledge your commission
The Israelites had been promised their land around 500 years earlier, through
Abraham.
As Joshua rose to lead Israel, he’s reminded and called several times to be strong and
courageous—to not fear. He’s to fulfill the commission he’s been given by God.
The Lord reassures Joshua—he will be with him and give him success, just as he has
all throughout his life. Joshua is to trust the Lord, and not look to himself.
Joshua is to fulfill what the Lord promised through Moses—to do that he must know
and love and apply God’s word.
2. Take responsibility for your command
When given responsibility, Joshua engages and leads directly (1:10-18).
His whole life had been preparation for that moment; and as Joshua stepped into that
role he could think of many times that the Lord had used and delivered him.
God is always at work to prepare us and to enable us to fulfill the responsibilities of
the commissions he’s given us.
The reminder given to Joshua is one that also applies to us in our various roles: “Only
be strong and courageous” (1:18). We can fulfill our roles as we walk in faith in the
the Lord who is always faithful.

Questions:
1. How important are God’s priorities to you? How does your life demonstrate that?

2. Are you in God’s word on a regular basis? Is it fueling your knowledge of his will for
your life?

[Type here]

3. What responsibilities has God given you? Are you carrying them in faith? Is there
anywhere that you’re walking in unbelief?

