Theme: Be honorable in Christ and you will overcome guilt in this world.
Introduction: Atheists attack Christianity as an enemy of the state, or civilization, and ultimately
of humanity itself. They lie about God and seek to suppress his truth in unrighteousness
(Romans 1:18). This is a prime tactic of worldliness: lying and distorting, and laying blame
where it does not belong. Faith, on the other hand, is manifest in honor. If we fear God and
honor his word, we can walk in faith and truth. We must also beware of the deceit, cunning
and guile that are so much a part of this world.
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Here are 3 areas to beware:
1. The enemy reacts in varied ways (1-13)
The enemy aims to destroy our faith; but he does not always act in the same way.
Sometimes he assaults directly; but often he will lie and manipulate in order to deceive.
So the Gibeonites went to great lengths to deceive Israel. They were cunning, just like our
enemies.
2. The best way is God’s way (14-21)
Joshua and the Elders sought to do due diligence with Gibeon; but they didn’t go far
enough. They asked questions but didn’t seek the Lord.
Left to our own wisdom, we will fall for deception. We are all vulnerable because of our
sinful cravings.
Joshua had been commanded to seek the Lord about such matters (Num 27:21); but
didn’t. We, too, are to seek the Lord—especially in his word and in his church.
3. Being honorable leads to greater honor (22-27)
Even though Gibeon lied, Joshua honored the Lord by honoring his vow to them.
The Lord redeemed the situation and the Gibeonites went on to play a central role in
Israel for centuries.
Questions:
1. Are you aware of the devil’s attempts to deceive you and to shipwreck your faith? Where
are you susceptible? How can you walk honorably before the Lord?

2. Where have you been deceived in the past? Was there any sin for which you repented (or
still need to repent)?
3. How does seeking to honor Christ affect how we deal with lies in this world? Do you
engage with gossip and slander biblically, or do you listen to ‘friends’? Do you gossip about or
slander others?

[Type here]

4. How much do your feelings affect your decision making and evaluation? How often do you
find yourself saying, “I feel…”?

