Theme: Listen to Joshua’s words and learn to cling to the God who loves you.
Introduction: These chapters are the conclusion to the book of Joshua, and they are Joshua’s
final charge to the people of Israel. He calls them to love the Lord—to cling to him—lest they
fall away and experience his judgments.

What does it look like to cling to the God who loves us? We can consider it under 3 points:
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1. Cling by being different (23:1-16)
People desire to be ‘different’ for lots of reasons; and often their differences are because
they are searching for an identity.
For Christians, our identity is fixed and settled in Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are different;
and those differences should be obvious in our lives.
Joshua makes clear in vv. 8-12 that to love the Lord is to cling to him. If you love him, you
cling to him.
Israel was forbidden from intermarrying, as an expression of faithfulness to God and as a
safeguard against worshipping false gods that would (and did) inevitably come with such
marriages.
2. Cling by relying on him (24:1-28)
This portion of Scripture is similar to the ancient ‘vassal’ treaties. There are blessings and
curses promised on the condition of obedience/disobedience.
God makes clear that he is the Great King who has rescued his people, and their salvation
was all of grace. Their obedience, then, is not repayment; it is the fruit of faith.
Joshua also makes clear that no human can fulfill the law of God, but as he has saved and
changed us, we obey out of the love that clings to him.
3. Cling all the way to the end (24:29-33)
Joshua is faithful to the end, as is the generation of leaders after him. Because of that,
Israel obeys God under their leadership.
Each generation is called to be faithful to God. All of us are faced with the call to and
challenge of faithfulness to the Lord.
Questions:
1. Are you clinging to God? When you are in difficulty, which pleasures and/or hopes do you
seek? Where do you turn for comfort?

2. What conflict do you recognize between your values and the world’s values? Where do you
feel those tensions in your life? Have you bought the world’s values in any areas?

[Type here]

3. What costs do you bear for being different from the world? Will you persevere?
4. Where are you walking in independence from God?

