Theme: God’s love for the world is seen in his offer to save—will you accept?
Introduction: Love is an ambiguous word in our culture—it can be applied to anything
from the trivial (pb&j sandwiches) to the serious (marriage). The Bible speaks quite a bit
about love, and if we’re going to understand love rightly we need to study how it speaks
of God’s love.

We can consider God’s love for the world under 3 points:
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1. God’s offer of salvation
God loves all of creation. He made it, pronounced it “good”, and cares for what he
has created.
But when John 3:16 speaks of God’s love for “the world,” it’s not just talking about
creation in its breadth, but especially in its rebellion against him.
What’s remarkable about God’s love for the world is that it’s so undeserved; and yet,
he has done all that is needed for “the world” to be saved, in the person and work
of Jesus.
God’s posture toward the world is one of offering salvation. He is not cold and
standoffish, but desires that all would come and be forgiven and saved.
2. Factors that obscure his offer
Several factors in our world obscure this offer of grace: a) looking to science for
religious certainty, b) misunderstanding or distorting love, and, c) the troubles of life.
If we find any of these alternatives compelling, we will miss out on the grace that God
is holding out to us in the gospel.
3. Will you accept his offer?
How we think about the love of God has a profound influence on our lives. What is
your response to his offer of grace?

Questions:
1. What does it mean to say that God is love? How does he love the world?

2. Have sentimentalized notions of the love God influenced how you think of the gospel
and life?

[Type here]

3. How does the world distort the truth of God’s love? How do those distortions influence
your view of God and his grace?

