Theme: Embrace the love of God so that you may be filled with the fullness of God.
Introduction: 2 Timothy 3:1-2 tells us that one of the conditions that will make the end
times difficult is that people will be “lovers of self.” It is a mark of our day that almost
everyone takes for granted that we should ‘love ourselves’ and ‘pursue positive selfesteem.’ And though there is some good in that approach, it is mostly contrary to how
the Bible approaches these matters.
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If we would deal well with the hurts and disappointments and difficulties in life, it comes
not through pursuing self-love, but in seeing the love of God for his people. In that, we
can be properly positioned to enjoy the love of God. It comes through embracing 2
aspects of the love of God:
1. Embrace its certainty
Deuteronomy 7:7-8 shows us that God’s love for his people is distinct from his love for
the world. He loves us in a special way—not because we had anything to offer, but
because he set his love upon us (election).
Ephesians 5:25 demonstrates that God’s love actually has effects upon us, because
Jesus died to purchase all of the blessings—he ‘gave himself up’ for us. It is a love
that is certain to accomplish God’s redemptive intentions.
The nature of the love of God is such that it is unthwartable—none of his good
purposes can ever fail (Ephesians 1:4-5).
2. Embrace its expression
When it comes to the love of God, ignorance is not bliss. We should know and enjoy
his love for all that it has for us.
There is a conditional/provisional aspect to God’s love for his people. It is not
conditional as regards the nature of our salvation or our acceptance before god. But
it is conditional as regards our daily enjoyment of his love. Disobedience hinders our
experience of God’s love, and obedience fuels our enjoyment of it (Jude 21,
John 15:10, etc).
God’s love may also include our discipline (Hebrews 12:3-8). It may be discipline as a
negative consequence for sin, or discipline as a means of strengthening us. Either
way it testifies to his love for us.
Questions:
1. Does God love you?

2. What does it mean to say that God loves you? What implications does that have for
your daily living?

[Type here]

3. Is the Lord disciplining you right now? If so, what is he after?

