Theme: The Son launches the new age and when he calls we begin anew.
Introduction: The real Jesus is a saving Jesus, a transforming Jesus, not a Jesus we can
control. When Jesus came, he ushered in a new age of redemptive history, which brought
about a fundamental change in how the world worked. And as he works in the world through
the Holy Spirit, he calls his people to follow him in newness of life.

Here are 3 aspects of the new age begun under Jesus:
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1. The new age begins (9-11)
Jesus’ earthly ministry began with his baptism at the hands of John the Baptist.
His baptism raises the question: why does the sinless Son identify with us, sinners in need
of the repentance that baptism symbolizes?
Jesus’ baptism wasn’t for repentance, but a demonstration of what he would fulfill in his
ministry.
At Jesus’ baptism, we not only see the Trinity at work, we also see God breaking into this
world to save, as the heavens were “torn open.” In so doing, he calls us into relationship
with himself.
2. The Agent is prepared (12-13)
God doesn’t call his people to do something that he is unwilling to do himself. No, he
entered into our broken world and suffered as a man. He knows our plight.
Jesus was sent into the wilderness to suffer and to be tested. He was being prepared for
the sufferings to come.
Importantly, there were angels to minister to him. God does not send us alone into the
wilderness. He is always with us, caring for us, even in our trials.
3. The effect is immediate (14-20)
After John’s arrest, Jesus comes to Galilee and begins to preach the gospel of the
kingdom. The time has come for God’s plan to be realized.
He calls his disciples to follow him, and they do so immediately. Being a disciple of Jesus
means that his will and his glory are ultimate.

Questions:
1. What is the importance of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives?
2. How is God at work in your life right now? How is he calling you to trust him?
3. Does your response to the gospel properly reflect the magnitude of its importance?

[Type here]

4. What good things have you sacrificed out of love for Jesus? How are you pursuing a costly
obedience?

