Theme: Bring faith to Jesus because the healing you need is within his power to give.
Introduction: In this well-known story, we meet several groups of people who each respond to
Jesus differently. We also see Jesus speaking to the deepest need of every person who has
ever lived—all of us need a healing. But there is often a difference between the healing we
want and the healing we need. So, we must come to Jesus in faith and on his terms.

This story contains two truths that will help to orient our faith properly:
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1. The healing you need (1-5)
The friends of the paralytic expended tremendous effort to bring him to Jesus. They were
seeking healing; but more than that, they believed that Jesus was the proper person to
pursue for that healing.
Faith, however, is not just a wax nose for us to define however we’d like. People have
misplaced faith all the time. Some examples are heinous, such as suicide cults. But we are
all prone to misplace our faith by looking to persons/things other than God for help.
Jesus was moved by their faith. He shows the same heart of love that the father
demonstrated in the story of the prodigal son. He is eager to help those who come to
him.
Surprisingly, Jesus begins by forgiving the sins of the paralytic. That was his deepest need.
2. Only the Son has the power to meet your need (6-12)
The scribes responded unfavorably to Jesus and accuse him of blasphemy. They were
right that only God can forgive sins. They were wrong that Jesus is not God. In actuality,
they were guilty of blasphemy in failing to recognize and worship Jesus.
In meeting his paralytic’s physical need for healing, Jesus also demonstrated that he could
meet his (and our) greater need for forgiveness.

Questions:
1. Do you lack faith? What is faith, biblically-defined?
2. What’s the biggest obstacle in your life right now? What role does God play in it? Do you
look to him or ignore him?
3. How aware are you of exercising faith in fulfilling your roles and responsibilities every day?
How important is it to you?
4. How does proper faith glorify God?
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