Theme: Follow the Son who gives new, real spiritual life
Introduction: Last week’s passage included the first signs of opposition to Jesus. In this
passage, we find that Jesus’ critics have become bolder. They begin to question him as an
attempt to discredit him and to dissuade others from following him.

Jesus’ critics use 3 areas of attack against him:
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1. Questioning his character (13-17)
Jesus calls Levi (Matthew), the tax collector, who was considered a traitor to his country.
The effect of Jesus’ call on Levi is the same as his call to any of us—it is an immediate, lifegiving prompt that transforms us so that we follow him.
The critics begin by attacking Jesus’ companions: in spending time with sinners, including
Levi, Jesus shows he doesn’t have good character and therefore he can’t be from God.
Jesus demonstrates the truth of Romans 2:4, that it is God’s kindness that leads us to
repentance.
2. Questioning his spirituality (18-22)
The Pharisees and John the Baptist’s disciples kept up a twice weekly fast, that was not
mandated by Scripture.
That fast became an opportunity for Jesus’ critics to question him—why would he not call
his disciples to such an obviously-good from of piety?
The problem was that they viewed spirituality as an external matter, and they didn’t
realize the significance of the fact that Jesus was there. It would be wrong to fast during
such a glorious time.
Jesus’ presence represented the inbreaking of the New Covenant, and that covenant
required orienting our spirituality to him.
3. Questioning his obedience (23-28)
As Jesus and his disciples walked through fields, they picked grain to eat (not problematic)
on the Sabbath (problematic).
His critics thought they had him—he had disobeyed the 4th commandment. He was
violating Scripture.
Jesus used Scripture to demonstrate (1 Sam 21) that they had missed the whole point of
the Sabbath. It was made to serve man (for rest), not for man to serve it.

Questions:
1. What does this passage reveal of Jesus’ character? What is he like? What does he
commend and oppose? How do you respond to him?
2. Do you rest in faith? Or is your life overly-busy? Do you feel like you need to be busy to
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please God? To please others?
3. What kind of spirituality does Jesus commend? How is it produced? How do we pursue it?

