Theme: The Son ruthlessly plunders our enemy and thereby ensures our complete deliverance
Introduction: Plunder is a word that has negative connotations, as it tends to involve a selfish
taking from others of what is rightfully theirs. But in this passage we see Jesus plunder his
enemies for the good of his people. In so doing he demonstrates his superiority to all his
adversaries and his ability to care for those who look to him.

We see 3 areas where Jesus plunders the enemy:
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1. The curse
After Adam’s fall, God cursed humanity for their rebellion against him. Because this world
is fallen, we can be tempted to have hard thoughts of God as we suffer under sin’s
effects.
Jesus undoes the curse, as is demonstrated by healing the withered hand of the man in
the synagogue.
The Lord can and does heal; but he also has purposes for us in our hardships.
2. The enemy’s house
The scribes wrongly interpret Jesus’ power as owing to demonic activity—he uses his own
demon to dispel others.
The unpardonable sin is just that: attributing to the devil the work of God. That kind of
blasphemy makes clear a hardness of heart that is unrepentant.
Jesus exposes the folly of their logic and makes clear that his is the power of God.
3. The powers that be
Both religious and civil rulers are united against Jesus. They want to destroy him.
In healing the man with the withered hand, Jesus makes clear that he knows he’s violating
their understanding of the Sabbath—and that’s the point. They had distorted God’s
intention in giving us rest.
Jesus’ critics ignore the implications so that they can persist in rebellion against him. Jesus
doesn’t back down—he heals, he teaches and he plunders
He also raises up apostles to continue his work. And he calls us to look to and trust in him,
and not to fear or be anxious.

Questions:
1. How are you responding to the trials in your life? Do you have hard thoughts of God?
2. Are you weary of sorrow and suffering? Are you given to fear and anxiety? How do you
interpret your day-to-day life?
3. How does the reality of who Jesus is and what he has done call us to repent of fear, anxiety

[Type here]

and discouragement, and lead us to hope in him?
4. Do you regularly repent of sin? Or are you cultivating hardness by treating sin casually?

