Theme: You must listen to the King if you would live in the kingdom.
Introduction: The Gospel of Mark is a fast-paced story focused on Jesus and his call to
discipleship. Mark is repeatedly showing us who Jesus is and what it means to follow him,
even in the face of opposition. In today’s text, Mark slows down to record some of Jesus’
teaching for us, so that we can understand the various ways people respond to Jesus and
what that means for his disciples.

We see 3 aspects of the kingdom and the response it elicits:
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1. The kingdom contested (1-9)
Jesus uses farm imagery to illustrate for the great crowd the nature of the kingdom and
the world’s varying responses to him.
He calls his audience, and us, to listen and hear. How we respond to him reveals the
state of our souls.
2. The kingdom contrasted (10-13)
Mark 4:1-20 employs a technique known as a Markan sandwich, with 3 sections: 1-9, 1013, 14-20. Verses 10-13 are the middle and serve as the interpretative key.
In these verses, Jesus says that he tells parables to hide his meaning from those outside.
They aren’t stories meant to enlighten, but to obscure.
The right response to the parables is to listen, like the disciples, and to press in to Jesus
for truth.
Realizing the opposition Jesus received, and that we’ll receive as his disciples, we must be
brave and fight cowardice in our hearts. We are to take heart in his victory (John 16:33).
3. The kingdom unveiled (14-20)
Jesus explains the parable: the sower is planting God’s word into the soils, which
represent the hearts and souls of men.
Satan wars against the sower by seeking to take away the word. He will use apathy,
arrogance and self-assurance (among others) to keep us from the word.
We can also be kept from the word through persecution and through pleasure. Both
hardship and abundance can keep us hearing God’s voice and responding rightly.

Questions:
1. Consider: how are you responding to Jesus? Are there trials and sufferings in your life
where you don’t care about his word? Or do you look to him for truth and grace?
2. Ask those close to you: how do you see me responding to God’s word in my daily living?
Whose voice is authoritative?
3. How does the gospel speak to your failures? How can you grow by grace?

[Type here]

4. What gospel fruit are you bearing now? How does that encourage your faith? How does it
humble you? Where would you like to grow?

