Theme: Rejoice because the Kingdom of God is utterly inevitable.
Introduction: After instructing his disciples privately, Jesus resumes his parables with the great
crowd, and in the parables we gain insight into the substance of Jesus’ ministry. He again
teaches them about the Kingdom of God, correcting their false expectations and instructing
them on what the kingdom is and how it should affect their lives.

We see 3 aspects of the kingdom and its inevitability:
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1. Hidden to be revealed (21-25)
Jesus tells a story of a lamp that ought not to be hidden. In one sense he’s talking about
our witness to him. But more that that, he is the lamp and though his true nature was
hidden at that time, he was soon to reveal himself as the God-man.
More that that, Jesus will return one day and then the world will receive the full revelation
of who he is and what the kingdom of God is.
2. Mysteriously growing (26-29)
Jesus revisits the parable of the sower and the seed to further explain God’s kingdom.
In the parable, Jesus makes clear that the growth of the crop is not attributable to human
effort. Instead, it is a gift from God.
This is true both in our own growth in holiness (it is by grace) and in evangelism. The heart
that responds rightly to God is a gift from God.
3. Surprisingly productive (30-34)
Jesus uses the illustration of a mustard seed. It was a very small seed (about 1/10”) that
produced a very large plant.
The Kingdom of God is like that. It’s beginnings were small and humble; but God’s grace
and through the power of his word, it has grown to cover the earth.
Jesus was like the mustard seed. He became small, humbling himself as a man, and
through his obedience he was exalted to a place of greatness. All who come to him find
shelter in his branches.

Questions:
1. Given your relationships and responsibilities, are you sowing in faith? Or are you anxious or
discouraged?
2. How does the inevitability of God’s kingdom impact your life? What hope and comfort
does/should it provide?
3. Are you growing in your knowledge of God through his word?

[Type here]

4. Are you seeking to grow in holiness by the grace of God? Are you looking to him for
grace?

