Theme: After the Son has purged evil from your life, stay close to him.
Introduction: The Bible has quite a lot to say about Satan and demons and the power of evil in
this age. Their existence is a real and present problem, and this passage contains the longest
account of an exorcism found in the Bible. Mark includes this tale to raise and answer two
questions: Who is Jesus Christ? And what are we to do with him?

We can find the answers under 3 points
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1.Evil is so filthy and strong (1-5)
Jesus crossed the sea and went to a place of wretched filth, where we met a miserable
man. He was possessed with hordes of demons and lived amid death and in torment.
The devil lives to keep human hearts trapped in sin and away from God. He targets
everyone created in God’s image and is cunning and shrewd in his attacks.
Thankfully, Jesus took all the initiative toward this isolated, pitiful man. He crossed the Sea
for him and came with power to save.
2. Jesus Christ is so much stronger (6-13)
Mark gave great detail to the demoniac’s powerful evil; and in a moment Jesus broke it.
His salvation is greater than the depths of our sin.
The demons make a strong confession: a) Jesus is clearly the Son of God; b) Jesus has the
right and responsibility to judge evil.
Jesus sent the demons into the pigs to test the Gerasene’s character and to judge them
for their sin. The loss of that herd represented significant financial hardship.
3. Stay close to Christ (14-20)
The crowd sees Jesus’ power and begs him to depart. The demoniac experiences his
power and begs to stay with him. They are two, polar-opposite responses to the same
person and event.
There is no middle ground in regard to Jesus. Indifference toward him is rejection. We are
called to respond like the demoniac.
Jesus denies the demoniac’s request—to stay close to Jesus will not always mean walking
along our preferred paths. He writes our stories.
Closeness to Jesus is found in hearing and obeying his word. It’s not about our sense of
what is best or most impressive in this world.

Questions:
1. Are you trapped in sin? Have you given up, or buried yourself in distraction?
2. What voices are loudest in your life? Are you caught in fear and anxiety? Worldly
definitions of success? Where do you find your comfort and place your hope?
3. Are you drawn to Christ? Do you delight in him?

[Type here]

4. Do your life and words manifest a closeness to Christ? Do those around you see that?

