Theme: Come close enough to touch Jesus because he is the source of life.
Introduction: This passage is another Markan sandwich, containing stories of two females who
are affected by issues of uncleanness. The first is a 12 year-old girl who is ill, and then dies.
The second is a woman who has suffered from unstoppable blood flow for 12 years. Both are
called daughter by Jesus. Both are ceremonially unclean. Jesus receives rebuke in both
stories. And in both, it is Jesus who alone can and does heal them.

Message Info

Title:
Close Enough to
Touch
Speaker:
Peter Privitera `t `\
Date:
December 30, 2018
Scriptures:
Mark 5:21-43

In both stories, Jesus’ healing includes touch. In coming to Jesus, they experienced true
healing. We too must come to him:

1.Touching Jesus
As Jesus disembarks by the sea, he is confronted by Jairus bowing before him, begging
for help for his daughter.
While on the way to help, Jesus is touched by the unclean woman. She had suffered for 12
years with no successful relief. But she pressed on and reached out to touch Jesus.
She is healed by that touch. She is healed because, in faith, she came to the right place.
She came to Jesus. And she models true faith to us—we must come to Jesus.
2. Touched by Jesus
Jesus turns his attention back to Jairus’ sick daughter. Messengers come to say that she
has died, and not to trouble ‘the teacher.’ They do not recognize his true identity.
Jesus instructs Jairus: “Do not fear, only believe.” He is both comforting and commanding
him. And his message is the same to us in our trials.
In the midst of the mourners, Jesus tells that the girl is only sleeping. Though she’s dead,
it is not a true obstacle to Jesus and he ‘wakes’ her to life.
Her resurrection is a picture of the salvation we have received. We all were dead in our
sins with no desires for God, and he in his mercy gave us life and faith so that we would
trust in Jesus.

Questions:
1. How important is knowing and loving God to you? What priority does it receive in your life?
2. How would you most like to grow in your knowledge of and fellowship with God? How can
you pursue that growth?

[Type here]

3. Are you facing any difficult situations where God is calling you to persevere in faith? What
is most difficult for you? What do you fear? How can the gospel sustain your faith?

