Theme: Jesus patiently works to open our eyes to who he is so don’t be discouraged with
where you are.
Introduction: Jesus regularly encountered the spiritual blindness of the crowds and of his
own disciples. They missed who he truly was, missed the point of his teachings and missed
the purpose of his mission. We, too, can be spiritually dull, and it is not uncommon to
experience spiritual discouragement.
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In today’s text we find four stories that show how Jesus deals with spiritual
discouragement:
1. Patiently repetitive (1-10)
Like Mark 6, this chapter contains a story of Jesus’ feeding a large crowd
miraculously—here, 4,000 persons.
And though the stories are strikingly similar, the most similar is the disciples’
response—they see the situation as impossible. Even though Jesus had already
demonstrated his power and ability, they still did not believe.
Jesus is incredibly patient with their unbelief, and works again to show his
faithfulness.
2. Faithfully unyielding (11-13)
The Pharisees come to argue with Jesus and he gives them a straight up rebuke—
he will not perform a sign for them.
They wanted to twist Jesus into their own conception of him, instead of submitting
to him as God. He would not, and will not, be manipulated.
3. Constantly teaching (14-21)
Jesus then confronts the unbelief of his disciples. They continue to miss the point.
Instead of rebuking them, he teaches them. He utilizes both direct teaching and
the process of guided self-discovery to help them to understand him and his
message.
Again, instead of leaving them, he perseveres in love and faithfulness toward them
4. Utterly devoted (22-26)
Jesus next performs an acting parable. He heals a blind man, progressively. The
progression shows Jesus’ faithfulness to work in his disciples to restore our sight fully.
Questions:

1. Are you discouraged? Are you hardened?
2. How has the Lord been faithful to you even though you’ve failed and been faithless?
How do you experience his love and goodness?

[Type here]

3. Is the Lord at work to lead you in self-discovery of pride? Are there any areas where
you’re insisting on your own plan and on how God must act toward you?

