Theme: Stand firm on the Son or you cannot be his disciple.
Introduction: A good mystery novel contains plot twists, false leads and building tension. But at the
heart of the story is always the question of identity: who is the killer? Whodunit? The Gospel of Mark
contains a similar emphasis on the ‘mystery’ of Jesus’ identity. As he walks with his disciples, his
identity becomes clearer. In today’s text, Peter finally confesses it—Jesus is the Christ. But Peter’s
priorities were askew, so we must be careful to understand discipleship from Jesus.

In today’s text we find a narrative on discipleship that develops through 3 stops:
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1. A surprising confession (8:27-30)
Jesus asks his disciples who people say he is. The answers are familiar: John the
Baptist, Elijah or a prophet. But then Jesus asks who do you say that I am?
Peter confesses rightly, “You are the Christ.” But the question is, does Peter
understand what that means?
Jesus again tells his disciples not to reveal his true identity. The time has not yet come.
2. A startling rebuke (8:31-33)
Jesus then teaches the disciples what his identity means: he must suffer, be rejected
and be killed. The Jewish leaders will accomplish this.
Peter is outraged and rebukes Jesus. The Messiah is victorious—he conquers his
enemies. Peter tries to correct Jesus.
Jesus rebukes Peter strongly. His perspective is worldly (and thus, Satanic), not godly.
Suffering is how Jesus will save his people.
3. A surpassing promise (8:34-9:1)
Jesus gives a paradoxical promise: if we lose our lives for his sake, and for the sake of
his gospel, we will gain them. Dying to self means living in Christ.
Jesus gives 3 imperatives related to discipleship: deny ourselves, take up our crosses
and follow him. True discipleship is about Jesus, not our agenda.
Jesus contrasts true discipleship with those who are seeking after profit, power and
popularity. We must lay down worldly values if we would follow him.
Questions:

1. Who do you say Jesus is? What role does he play in your day-to-day life?
2. How important are power, profit and popularity to you? Are any of those things keeping you from
truly following Jesus?

[Type here]

3. How are you suffering because of your faithfulness to Jesus? What is it costing you to follow him?
How do his promises encourage and sustain you?
--Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift which must be asked for,
the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because
it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a
man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above
all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: 'Ye were bought at a price', and what has cost God
much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to
pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer
The Cost of Discipleship

