Theme: The secret glory of the Son makes sense out of suffering.
Introduction: Suffering is a distressingly-regular part of life in our fallen world. We all
suffer—not all the time, and not in the same amount—but suffering is a large part of
what makes life so very difficult. We can feel like it’s senseless and we’re just being
wronged. But in seeing Jesus for who he is, in his glory, we gain the perspective we
need to walk in faith even in the midst of hardship.
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The glory of Jesus helps us to interpret our own suffering; and we see this in two
phases:
1. A different kind of glory (2-8)
The transfiguration of Jesus is a revelation of who he is, in his glory. As throughout
his ministry, we find in Jesus the fulfillment of the old covenant.
In this remarkable event, we are meant to notice parallels to the OT: Exod 24:15-16
(6 days, the cloud, the voice of God speaking, Elijah and Moses).
But though there are parallels, Jesus is clearly greater. The glory revealed is his
own, it’s not reflected. And though his glory is secret for now, it will soon be
revealed at his resurrection.
2. Making sense out of suffering (9-12)
Peter, fearful at what he’s witnessed, babbles about building tents for his 3
glorious guests.
The disciples discuss what Jesus’ earlier comment about rising from the dead
might mean. It was utter nonsense to them. Victory and glory do not come out of
death.
Jesus shows them that triumphant suffering is central to his mission as the Christ. It
has been God’s plan all along.
And if God himself endured suffering and death, we as his disciples can expect the
same.
Questions:

1. How are you suffering? How does it seem senseless to you? Are you resisting God in
your suffering?
2. What is most difficult for you in your suffering?

[Type here]

3. How can you glorify God in your suffering? How is he calling you to faith? What
would it look like to trust him more?

