Theme: Pay careful attention because following the Son is probably not what you think
it is.
Introduction: We are all familiar with examples of people misunderstanding a word or
using a word improperly. Those times can be funny and trivial. But when it comes to
following Jesus, it is vitally important that we understand the true nature of
discipleship. To mistake our calling is to misrepresent the Lord.
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Two sides to understanding discipleship correctly are revealed in today’s passage:
1. Faith is not really about what we can do (14-29)
As Jesus descends from the Mount of Transfiguration, he is confronted by the
father of a demon-possessed boy. Most of all, he is confronted by the unbelief of
the people.
Jesus calls the people to trust God, rather than to clamor and unbelief. Nothing
offends him more.
The father responds with doubt and faith mingled: “I believe, help my unbelief.”
Jesus instructs and orients the man’s faith—he must come to Jesus.
2. There is something we should do – serve (30-50)
Next the disciples begin arguing about greatness. Jesus enters their discussion.
He instructs them true greatness comes in humble service of others.
Through several events Jesus is clarifying the nature of true discipleship. It is not
concerned with self-promotion, but with Jesus’ glory. It seeks the good of others
out of faithfulness to the Savior. It rejoices in Jesus’ exaltation.
Jesus also instructs his disciples to fight sin with the utmost seriousness. True
disciples are concerned about justice and holiness. ‘Salt’ is a picture of judgment.
We will all be judged by God. The gravity of that must influence our lives.
Questions:

1. Is the Christian life what you expected? How is God growing and adjusting your
understanding of faith and faithfulness?
2. Where are you tempted to unbelief? Are you insisting on your own plan with God?
Are you walking in anxiety or fear? What preoccupies you?
3. Does your idea of greatness align with God’s? Whose glory are you living for?
[Type here]
4. What is it costing you to follow Jesus? How does God’s judgment affect your goals
in life? How does his grace affect them?

