Theme: Jesus has done everything necessary so that we can be with God so turn now
to him.
Introduction: In creating man, God famously said, “It is not good for man to be
alone.” We were created for companionship, and it is not good to be a loner. We find
great comfort in the presence of another in whom we delight. Jesus himself, in his
incarnation, became present in human form. And in his earthly mission, he has acted
to restore our relation to God.
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Jesus has done all that we need so that we can be with God. He:
1. Moves the mountain (11:12-33)
As Jesus enters Jerusalem, he curses a fig tree for not bearing fruit out of season.
Fig trees were symbolic of Israel (Jer 8:13). Jesus was cursing them symbolically for
their fruitless religion.
As he enters the temple, they have turned the Court of the Gentiles into an unjust
market for sacrificial animals. They were making it harder for people to worship
God. Jesus overturns the tables and calls them to repent. He also defends his own
authority against the outraged religious leaders.
2. Becomes the cornerstone (12:1-34)
Jesus continues his defense by telling a story to demonstrate Israel’s rebellion
against God. They consistently rejected God’s spokesmen.
Jesus himself is the stone the builder’s rejected. He has become the cornerstone.
The religious leaders lay two traps for Jesus. He sees through their traps and calls
them to embrace God’s perspective on truth.
Finally, a scribe comes with an honest question: what is the most important
commandment? Jesus is clear—love God and love your neighbor.
3. Waits for the grand opening (12:35-13:2)
Jesus then turns to Psalm 110 to demonstrate that he is David’s greater son. He is
the one David looked forward to.
Jesus again condemns the religious leaders for their fruitless, rebellious religion.
He praises the widow in contrast, for her remarkable faith. He then foretells the
destruction of the temple, because he is greater temple.
Questions:

1. How are you waiting on the Lord? What truths does he have for you to orient and
sustain your soul?
[Type here]

2. Is there any corrupt religion in your heart? Have you embraced worldly wisdom in
relation to God?
3. How has God provided all that you need in Christ?

