Theme: Recognize the power that God has given to the voice of women and use it to
proclaim Jesus in this world.
Introduction: All around us there are many voices calling for the empowerment of various
peoples or groups. And as with most cultural movements, there are good and bad
aspects to this one. But when it comes to women’s power, we find that God has given
them an influence that is often under-appreciated.

A woman’s voice can be a powerful force that shapes the outcome of a given situation.
We can see this through:
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1. Biblical examples
In Gen 3, Eve listens to the serpent’s voice. She then influences her husband, and the
Lord judges him for listening to her voice (v. 17) instead of remaining faithful.
Sarai, in Gen 16, influences Abram to take Hagar as his wife as a means of trying to
‘help God’ fulfill his promise to them. Verse 2: “And Abram listened to the voice of
Sarai.”
These negative examples demonstrate the power of a woman’s voice. Her influence is
vast. Her words have effect.
Sarai also rightly discerns the conflict between Ishmael and Isaac and uses her voice
to influence Abram to send Hagar and Ishmael away (21:8-12). The Lord backs Sarai
because she has discerned rightly.
2. Gaining the vision for her voice
In 1 Sam 25, Abigail is in a desperate situation. She is married to a worthless man,
Nabal, and she is thrust into a deadly struggle.
Abigail thinks and speaks and acts with faith. She honors God, rescues her household,
encourages David in righteousness and is delivered out of a bad marriage.
Similarly, in John 2, Mary intervenes with Jesus at a wedding. She influences him to
turn water into wine. And at the resurrection, women are the first witnesses.
Again and again we see the power of a woman’s voice and how they are to use their
voices for God’s glory.
Questions:

1. Do you value femininity with biblical clarity?
2. What is the influence of your voice?

[Type here]

3. How do your words manifest trust in God? How do you need to grow in faith so you
can rightly influence others?

