Theme: This sad story shows the true state of the human heart so that the heart of
God may be fully revealed.
Introduction: Most people don’t like sad endings to stories, and today’s passage
contains the saddest of stories. But it is a most important story, and in the end it will
have the happiest ending imaginable.

We see this sad story develop in 3 locations:
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1. Garden (14:32-52)
As Jesus goes to the Garden of Gethsemane, he is truly alone: alone in sorrow and
alone in betrayal.
He asks for the disciples’ help and fellowship. They fail, falling asleep. For all of
their apparent zeal, they were asleep to what really mattered.
Jesus was truly alone in his sorrows. No one understood and no one cared for him.
But we are never alone in our sorrows, because he is always with us.
2. Council (14:53-72)
Next Jesus appears before the Sanhedrin, the council of his own people.
They are working hard to try to destroy Jesus, but nothing sticks.
They finally ask him directly, and Jesus gives an astounding answer. The time had
come for his Messianic secret to be revealed. He is the Christ and he had come to
save his people.
3. Headquarters (15:1-20)
Finally, Jesus is brought before the Roman authorities. Pilate knows something is
up, and calls him “King of the Jews.”
Pilate also discerns the envy of the chief priests in the interaction with Barabbas.
They were seeking to kill Jesus because they were jealous of him.

Questions:

1. What does devotion to Jesus cost you? How concerned are you about receiving the
world’s approval?
2. Where do you feel most weak in your Christian discipleship? Where are you most in
need to God’s grace?
[Type here]

3. How does the gospel provide the grace you need? How are you seeking to grow?

