Theme: Don’t believe your own hype but hope only in the One who truly delivers.
Introduction: When we look around us we can recognize both that this world is full of troubles
and that many offers of salvation surround us all the time. We can look for salvation through
health, finances, relationships or many other ways. But the Lord calls us to reject false saviors
and to hope in him alone. We must beware of functional godlessness.

Gideon’s life demonstrates at least 7 ways that we can believe false hypes, and the one, true
hope that we have in this world.
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1. False Hype #1: I can ignore God
Israel tended to engage God only after great suffering. But the Lord never allows us to
treat him as irrelevant. He must be the first priority in our lives.
2. One, true hope: God saves the hopeless
Gideon’s story repeatedly demonstrates that God saves the helpless. He struggled and
failed at many points, yet God used him to save Israel.
3. False Hype #2: I can worship God and other gods
The Lord sent Gideon to confront false worship in his hometown by destroying his father’s
idols. The Lord tolerates no rivals.
4. False Hype #3: I can save myself
The Lord had to reduce Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 in order to fight against their
sinful desire to claim credit for the salvation God provided. We, too, can easily credit
ourselves with good things in life.
5. False Hype #4: I know best
After the Lord delivered Israel, Gideon started to believe the hype and started acted
according to his own understanding of what’s best. He stopped looking to God.
6. False Hype #5: I deserve better
When Gideon doesn’t receive the treatment he wants from Succoth and Penuel, he ends
up punishing them.
7. False Hype #6: You can save me
The men of Israel ask Gideon to be king. They fail to recognize God’s hand in saving them.
8. False Hype #7: I have saved myself
Gideon begins to attribute the successes of his life to himself, and he receives kingly
rewards for himself.
Questions:

1. Where are you looking for hope and help in your trials? Where does God rate?
2. What other pleasures and comforts are you tempted to value over God?

[Type here]

3. What can keep you from trusting God? What biblical truths can help you grow in faith?

