Theme: To be human is to embrace the imago dei.
Introduction: There is an inherent dignity and value in humanity—even those who do not
believe in God or in special creation want to believe this is true. But it’s only in understanding
ourselves as created in God’s image that we can truly know and value what is means to be
human.

We can explore this by answering 4 questions:
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1. Where did it come from?
Genesis 1 makes clear that humanity is the pinnacle of creation. There is greater emphasis,
detail and importance attached to man, male and female, than the rest of creation.
That we are created male and female is always clearly defined, and unique. Though sexes
occur in animals, for example, it is not specifically called out in Scripture.
2. Why does it matter?
Self-awareness is critical in life, and its absence can be awkward or even dangerous.
It is only when we recognize and embrace the truth that God made us that we can actually
understand life clearly.
Our lives gain dignity, purpose and worth by virtue of being made in God’s image.
Others’ lives also gain the same; and without a creation in God’s image, humanity has no
inherent value or worth.
3. What does it mean?
There is much debate and discussion about the meaning of being created in God’s image.
It can helpfully be understood if we think of image as a verb: humans are created as God’s
imagers. We function as God’s representatives.
The image of God is not a quality or aspect of being human—it is what we are. Therefore,
wherever we go, we are imaging forth God.
4. How do we embrace it?
A mirror is only as good as its ability to reflect accurately—and because we are broken and
marred by sin, we can and do misrepresent God.
In Jesus Christ, we see the true image of what humanity was created to be. Jesus was fully
human in every way. He was also fully God, and while we must always recognize that, we
can also look to Jesus to understand what it means to be human and how we can glorify
God as his redeemed image-bearers.
Questions:

1. Are you aware of any ways you have adopted the world’s perspective on what it means to be
human?
2. Are there any ways that you feel you lack dignity, value or purpose? How does the gospel
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help you to understand and engage those struggles?
3. Are there any ways that you hold unbiblical attitudes toward other persons created in God’s
image? How might you need to repent of those sinful attitudes? How can God’s grace change
your heart to love and consider others?

