Theme: You must agree with God’s judgment if you would receive and enjoy his mercy.
Introduction: Our answer to the question, what is wrong with the world?, is very important. It
reveals our values and presuppositions and it reveals who or what we are looking to as
authoritative interpreters of life. There are also competing cultural voices that would seek to
define things for us, so that they can then seek to provide the solutions, the salvation that we
must embrace.

We need to understand the fall and its effects in 3 respects:
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1. The historical account of the fall (Gen 3:1-7)
Genesis 3 tells us of mankind’s rebellion against God. In listening to the serpent, Adam
and Eve believed another authority and sought to achieve autonomy from God.
We must integrate the reality of the fall into how we think about life and our struggles. If
we make avoidance of suffering a primary goal, we will struggle to trust God.
We should also be very aware of competing explanations and competing saviors who
would try to interpret life for us and away from God.
2. Theological effects of the fall (Gen 3:8-24)
We need to understand at least 3 important effects of the fall: a) God’s judgment and
cursing of creation; b) total depravity; and, c) the willfulness of sin.
God’s wrath is not the opposite of love; it is his love manifest against sin and wickedness.
Because he is good, he is holy; and he judges and condemns sin. This means that his
forgiveness and grace are also good and holy and just.
3. Some important implications of the fall (Various)
Perhaps the single-most helpful summary word for humanity’s problem is idolatry. As
humans critique God, we turn to other gods for pleasure and comfort.
The two most common contemporary competitors to the Bible in these areas are
evolutionary theory and therapeutic psychology. Both work to redefine what it means to
be human, what our problems are and what solutions should be offered.
We must affirm the authority of God’s word above all other authorities. The Bible must be
the standard by which we judge what is true and right and good. If we start from faulty
premises, we will reach faulty conclusions.
The main question is definition: who gets to define what humanity is and what our deepest
problems are? And then who gets to offer a solution (a salvation) based on that definition?
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1. How have you been affected by evolutionary and therapeutic teaching? Do you recognize
their effects on you?
2. Do you love God? What does your attitude toward God reveal of your view of your own sin
and your need for God’s grace?
3. Are there any ways that you seek to explain away or minimize your sin, or the sin of those you
love, as a way of escaping accountability?

