Theme: If you would walk justly then sit and let the cross teach you about oppression.
Introduction: Oppression is, sadly, a regular part of human experience in this fallen age.
Groups and individuals oppress one another for a host of reasons. Many groups claim
oppressed status today. How are we to evaluate their claims?

We can examine 3 biblical principles if we want to learn how to walk justly amidst
oppression:
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1. The cross of Christ was the greatest oppression
Oppression is unfavorable or cruel treatment which prevents others from receiving
equal opportunities, freedom or rights.
Jesus was the most just human ever; the cross was the most unjust execution ever. He
went through a process, but it was not just. No mercy or compassion was shown him.
He suffered for sins that were not his own (cf. 1 Pet 3:18).
Human injustice is against one another; but the cross was man’s injustice against God.
Humanity sought to oppress their Creator; but he triumphed nonetheless.
2. Justice is found in God
How do we evaluate what true oppression is? We need objective standards; and we
need to recognize that God is just. It is not a standard outside of him—it is who he is.
All throughout Scripture, God defines right from wrong. He opposes injustice and is
the righteous judge (Ps 7:11; Rom 3:21-22).
If we define justice by any other metric we will wind up with injustice. Social justice is
one such attempt to redefine justice.
A victim mentality is incompatible with faith. It turns us inward, redefines salvation, and
often operates with unbiblical standards of justice.
3. Love and justice mark the Christian walk
God hates oppression and injustice (Prov 6:16-19; 11:1; 12:22; 17:15…)
Christians must be on the side of justice—see Micah 6:8. It is also notable that the Lord
links justice with love and humility.
We need grace and truth. We need love and humility.
Questions:

1. Do you have a biblical definition and understanding of justice? Or has the world shaped
your understanding?
2. Do you respond appropriately to the injustice of the cross?
3. How does God call you to respond when you are wronged? When you wrong others? Is
there anywhere that you are suffering and are struggling to persevere in faith?

[Type here]

4. Does your speech reveal a biblical understanding of justice? Or do you participate in
gossip and slander?

