Theme: Never do what stumbles others because it can destroy them.
Introduction: Paul turns to the question of food sacrificed to idols. Is it inherently
unclean, or can Christians partake with clean consciences? While knowing they are
free to partake is the sign of a strong conscience, that is not the end of the matter.
This is about more than knowledge, it’s about love and consideration for one another.

He unpacks this in 3 points:
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1. The right in question
Paul addresses the issues of rights; but these are not legal or moral rights, they
are ‘Christian rights’—is there something the Corinthian Christians are entitled
to have?
Some feel that they’re entitled to eat meat sacrificed to idols. That has produced
conflict in the Corinthian church.
2. The knowledge informing the right
We have to understand what lies behind our rights and freedoms. Paul is clear
that “idols are nothing”, and so they are fine to eat those meats. But again, that
is not the whole point.
We must not call something a sin that the Bible does not; but we also have to
realize that we are all in different stages of progress in understanding these
things.
True Christian liberty includes love for others, and if we have true knowledge that
consideration is a vital part of it.
3. The love that gives up the right
Love anticipates what is harmful to our brothers and sisters, and acts for their
good.
Harming their conscience is actually sin against Christ.
If you think you have knowledge on a topic but are not loving others, you don’t
know as much as you think.
Questions:

1. Is your conscience biblically-informed? Do you prohibit anything God does not? Do
you allow or partake of anything God forbids?
2. How important are food choices to you? Do you believe that “food will not
commend us to God” (v.8), or does righteousness seem to be at stake in it?
[Type here]

3. How do you show love for others in matters of conscience? How would you like to
grow in it?

