Theme: Make Christ your all and the rights you relinquish will become your reward.
Introduction: Christianity often has a paradoxical manner. Because of Jesus, we think
differently than the world. We prioritize and value different things and for different
reasons. To gain our lives, we must lose them (Matt 10:39). In this text, Paul gives up
a right in order to glorify the Lord and to serve the Corinthian church.

We see this Christian paradox develop in 2 points:
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1. The right to compensation for work (1-14)
Paul needs to defend himself against those who are examining him. He presents a
clear and powerful defense of his right to be compensated for his apostolic
ministry.
He’s a freeborn citizen, and he’s an Apostle. More than that, he deserves
compensation. It’s common sense, it’s in the Law of God, and it makes sense to
everyone. A worker deserves compensation.
Further, the OT makes clear that those who labor in God’s service deserve
compensation, and Jesus did the same (Matt 10:9-10).
2. The freedom to give up that right, and its reward (15-27)
In the ancient Roman world, rhetoricians traveled and entertained crowds with
their skillful speech. There was a mercenary quality to what they did.
There was also a system of patronage where the wealthy would keep speakers on
retainer to use them to support what they wanted.
Paul, therefore, refused compensation because he did not want to confuse the
issue for anyone. The gospel is not for sale. It’s not a cause that can be engaged
with a worldly agenda. He forewent his right to pay in order to offer the gospel
freely and clearly.
Paul also found reward in serving the Lord in this way. He could boast, rightly, in
living for the Lord. He wanted to share with the Corinthians in the blessings of the
gospel.
Questions:

1. How much do you struggle with feeling wronged in life? How much is being
offended a regular part of your day-to-day?

[Type here]

2. How is God calling you to give up certain rights for the sake of the gospel and the
good of others?

