Theme: We have great freedom in Christ but in order to flee idolatry and glorify God
we exercise self-control.
Introduction: Paul has been discussing our freedom in Christ, and how we can give up
our rights for the good of others. In this way, we follow our Lord and point others to
him and to his grace at work in our lives.

We find 3 steps in keeping from idols so we can glorify God:
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1. Idolatry takes some surprising forms (10:1-13)
Paul recounts the story of Israel in the wilderness. During the exodus, they all
experienced tremendous spiritual blessings together.
Yet, surprisingly, God was not pleased with them. Most of them faced his
punishment—they perished in the wilderness.
They were punished because they “desired evil”: they turned to idols. Paul
explicitly calls out sexual immorality, putting Christ to the test, and grumbling.
They are all forms of idolatry.
No matter what our struggle, it is common. And God is faithful to provide a way
of escape for us. He means for us to trust him no matter the circumstance.
2. Flee from idolatry in all forms (10:14-22)
There is a connection between a worshipper and his acts of worship. If we
participate in acts of false worship we become participants with demons.
We must flee idols. Rebellion against God is never something to trifle with.
Demons are active in idolatry.
3. Counter by glorifying God (10:23-11:1)
Paul again calls us to give up our rights in true freedom. We do it to glorify God
and to love our neighbors. We do this out of love and consideration for them.
In this way, we are following our Savior who gave up his rights for us. We
demonstrate the true freedom that comes in him alone.
Questions:

1. Are you truly “in Christ”? Or are you posing as a Christian while you “desire evil,”
and live for idols?
2. Are you there any struggles in your life where you feel unique? How does 1 Cor
10:13 correct that view? How does it give true hope?
3. Do you want something that god isn’t giving you? How are you responding?
[Type here]

4. How do you need to grow in self-control?

