Theme: God made us male and female; therefore, we should worship him as either
male or female.
Introduction: If someone tries to take a role that doesn’t belong to them, like a judge,
they are rightly removed from that position. Stepping out of roles brings confusion,
chaos and trouble. So also, we must recognize that God has created roles for us, male
and female, and that they are a vital part of his created order in the world.
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Paul identifies 3 aspects to respecting God’s creation design in our worship:
1. Respect the created order
God made everything, and he made it good. We must respect the created order.
Part of his created order is authority. He has structured this world with a
recognizable order that we should respect and embrace.
God rules over all. We are all accountable to him. And there are other created
authorities, under God, that exist for our good. One of those is the relationship
between men and women.
Paul calls for differing practices in the worship of men and women because of our
different roles in glorifying God.
2. Respect the cultural realities
Though cultures vary, there are always cultural expressions of our worship and
values. We should, again, embrace proper manhood and womanhood in how we
live in our cultures.
Paul speaks to hair styles as a common expression of masculinity and femininity.
Even something as seemingly small and mundane as that can and does express
what we think of our roles as men and women.
3. Respect the woman’s role in worship
Women are free to pray and prophesy in the local church. This was far more
inclusive than most of the ancient world.
Most importantly, it both respects the created order and recognizes the reality
of what Christ has done for us. Worship is not androgynous—it should reflect who
we are as men and women, in Christ.
Questions:

1. Are you glad God made you male or female? Do you fulfill your God-given roles in
faith? Do you despise the other sex, or honor it?

[Type here]

2. Are there any aspects of masculinity or femininity that you struggle with? Why or
how do you struggle? How can you embrace God’s call to be a man or woman as
good?

