Theme: Consider the selfless Savior’s body so we can all enjoy his grace together.
Introduction: This passage in Corinthians contains some very familiar verses, as Paul
addresses the Corinthians’ practice of the Lord’s Supper. Here Paul is rebuking them
for their practice of the Supper—they are contradicting its intended purpose in how
they practice it. So Paul confronts them and calls them to grow in loving one another.

Paul’s argument unfolds in 3 steps:
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1. A selfish spirituality (17-22)
Paul rebukes the Corinthians for their practice of the Lord’s Supper. They were
highlighting divisions in the church and failing to love one another.
It is possible to participate in ‘spiritual’ practices with hearts far from God. We can
do things that conform outwardly to God’s commands but without faith in God.
Christians must remember and rejoice in our unity in Christ. We can resist the
individualism that characterizes our culture and so demonstrate with one another
the love we have received from God.
2. A selfless Savior (23-26)
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper for his people to remember him. His death in
our place has secured our forgiveness and righteousness before God.
When we partake of the Lord’s Supper appropriately, we are being nourished in
our faith in Christ. He is spiritually present with us. He gives us the Supper to
sustain and encourage us.
We partake ‘until he comes.’ In that way, it points to both our great hope in Jesus’
return and the judgment that will occur when he returns.
3. A serious summons (27-32)
Paul gives the Corinthians a sober warning. They need to judge their own
behavior by God’s standard or they will receive his discipline.
If they partake wrongly, they will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But
if they truly love one another they will be commending the gospel together.
Questions:

1. Does your understanding and practice of the Lord’s Supper reflect gospel love for
your brothers and sisters?
2. Are there any relational struggles in your life where you feel justified in not loving
others? How does the gospel correct and empower you to love them?
[Type here]

3. Are you looking to your morality to commend you to God? Are you raising your
children to be merely obedient?

