Theme: Since the Lord empowers each of us with spiritual gifts let us glorify him in all
of them.
Introduction: When discussing the topic of spiritual gifts, it is typical to focus
especially on a couple of ‘spectacular’ gifts and their effect on others. But the gifts are
meant to turn our attention to the Giver, and to his purposes for his people. By
seeing God behind the gifts we can be properly encouraged and appreciative of his
work among all his people.
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Paul refocuses our understanding of spiritual gifts in 3 steps:
1. Only the truly spiritual affirm that Jesus is Lord (1-3)
The big fundamental of true spiritual thinking is this: what do you make of Jesus?
Is he accursed or is he the Lord? (cf. Romans 10:9).
Some take Jesus and mold him into their own image: they profess to be spiritual
but do not submit to Jesus or his word.
True, spiritual thinking is not natural. It is a direct and supernatural work of the
Spirit who leads us into truth.
2. The gifts reveal the God behind the gifts (4-7)
In many pentecostal/charismatic circles, the spiritual gifts have often been
connected more with the perceived godliness, blessedness, or spirituality of the
gifted one.
Paul makes a Trinitarian statement: true spirituality involves each person of the
Triune God and it is manifest in varieties of gifts, service and activities. Again, the
gifts are not about the individual and are not in a class of their own.
If we have this perspective, we can see God at work in his church in all manner of
ways. The work of the Spirit is much broader and deeper than we may
appreciate.
3. The list of examples points back to the Spirit (8-11)
The gifts all have a common denominator: they are all tied to the Spirit. Again, we
see the emphasis is on the Giver over the gifts.
Note the order of the gifts: tongues are listed last, and wisdom and knowledge
are listed first. Paul’s spiritual priorities were not the same as the Corinthians’.
Questions:

1. How does your life reflect Jesus’ lordship?
2. What is true spirituality, biblically-defined? How is the Spirit at work in your life?
[Type here]

3. How do you see the Spirit at work in the church? Are you appreciating what God is
doing in our midst?

