Theme: We are each members of the one body of Christ, therefore earnestly desire
the best gifts for the good of the body.
Introduction: In this section of 1 Corinthians, Paul has begun to address the topic of
spiritual gifts, a topic that occupies especially chapters 12-14. Last week, he made
clear that God must be at the center of our understanding and practice of the gifts.
Here he is speaking to the use and usefulness of the gifts, though even more he is
speaking to who we are in Christ.
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There are 3 reasons to earnestly desire the gifts of the Spirit:
1. We are one body (12-14)
In Christ’s body, we must beware of overemphasizing the diversity of our parts. If
we do that, we miss out on the whole and works against the greater reality of our
unity in Christ.
Just as the physical body has many members and is one body, “so it is with
Christ.” We are one body with many members.
2. We are interdependent parts (15-26)
Though we are distinguishable parts, we must recognize that we are not
independent of one another. Instead, we are interdependent. We can only
function in the most effective manner when we are working together.
We must beware of feelings of both inferiority (which leads to self-pity and
withdrawal) and of superiority (which leads to self-righteousness and dismissal).
3. We worship according to God’s priorities (27-31)
Paul has been giving them a tremendous amount of information and instruction
about the gifts. He is calling them to understand the principles of their proper
use and purpose, rather than to just follow a checklist.
The only imperative in the chapter is this: “earnestly desire the higher gifts.”
Paul also promises to show them “a still more excellent way,” the way of our
Savior and his love that rescued and redeemed his enemies.
Questions:

1. Are you prone to individualistic, selfish thinking? How can you repent and grow in
love for God’s people?

[Type here]

2. What is your identity in Christ? What are your God-given responsibilities toward
your brothers and sisters? What benefits are yours in Christ’s body?

