Theme: Be immovable and abound in the Lord’s work because victory over death is
certain.
Introduction: Because of the current health crisis, our culture is facing a significant and
unusual amount of uncertainty. But in God’s word we find true certainty, a certainty
that is grounded in the character of God and demonstrated at the resurrection of
Christ.
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Here are 3 points of certainty so that we can be steadfast—with ultimate certainty—in
hope:
1. Victory over death is seen all around us (35-44)
Paul answers two questions, and in the process calls the questioners ‘foolish.’
What they are asking has obvious answers that they should know.
The truth of the resurrection and its effects are all around us. The example of the
seed that dies and gives forth new life is a clear pointer to this.
The resurrection points to the imperishable life that we will receive at glory. Our
earthly bodies die for they are perishable; but the bodies we will receive will
never die.
2. Victory over death comes because of the victorious Christ (45-49)
None of us give ourselves life—that power belongs only to God.
Jesus, in his resurrection, became ‘life-giving Spirit.’ Through the work of the
Spirit, he makes his people alive and prepares us for eternity.
Paul then appeals to the progression from lesser to greater: natural gives way to
spiritual, perishable to imperishable. The new life is far superior to the old.
3. Victory over death was always the plan (50-58)
Christians have a certain inheritance coming our way: we will be a part of the
coming Kingdom of God.
However, we cannot have that inheritance in our present form. We need to be
transformed, glorified, so that we can receive the fulness of God’s reward.
Though we will all die (unless Jesus returns first), we must have confidence that
because of Christ, death is swallowed up in victory.
Questions:

1. Do you have a true and certain hope of eternal life in God’s presence? Do you
draw comfort from the truth of Jesus’ imminent return?
[Type here]

2. Do you look forward to that day? Do your priorities in this life reflect the truths that
will be revealed on that day?

