Theme: Always keep hope in the future because God’s plans are for our good.
Introduction: The Bible is full of civic unrest, from beginning to end. Beginning with the
Fall, continuing through Cain’s murder of Abel, and all throughout Scripture, we find
many stories of the struggles and conflicts that characterize life in this age. Today we face
major social turmoil through Covid-19 and the racial tensions that are prevalent in the
headlines. What does the Bible have to say to us in our situation?

Times of turmoil call us to place our hope in God. They call us to press in more deeply to
him, to trust him more thoroughly. If we do, we will not be ashamed:
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1. Anchoring our hope
Jeremiah 29:10-14 tells us of how God spoke to his people in exile. Though they were
experiencing devastating circumstances (through their own rebellion), God had good
plans for them and was at work to accomplish them.
God’s plans for his people are always for our good. The circumstances themselves
may not be good, but he is always at work to good purpose in every situation.
God’s plans are for both the macro (big picture) and the micro (details). He rules over
them all.
2. When disaster strikes, consider
Amos 3:6 tells us that disaster comes at the Lord’s command. He reigns over all
things, both good and evil.
Our response to disaster, then, should be to humble ourselves before God. It should
soften us toward him.
Micah 6:8 also captures this theme. We must walk humbly before our God, and
perhaps especially in times of crisis.
3. Consider how to respond to racial turmoil
It is very important for us to remember that our fundamental identity as Christians is
as children of God, and therefore as brothers and sisters to one another.
Jesus makes this clear in Matt 12:8-9 (cf. 1 Tim 5:1-2). Therefore, we should show
consideration for our brothers and sisters when they are suffering. We should move
toward them in love and care.
We should also recognize and celebrate the reality of the family that God is creating
in our midst. Who we are as Christians is greater than any other identity.
Questions:

[Type here]

1. Where is your hope? Have you responded humbly to these crises? What is God doing
in your life through these trials?
2. Are you showing love and consideration to your brothers and sisters in the church?

